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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
Hopefully everyone dug out and stayed warm this past month! Riding Mother Nature’s roller coaster in Ohio
certainly isn’t always as fun as rollercoasters should be. haha. I think my daughter has gotten her fill of snow
for the winter already, so we are doing a lot better than last year. I fired up the HF rig for a net the day after our
snow and my SWR instantly told me that the feed-point was “buried”. I’m glad that was all that was
wrong! I’m going to have to insulate that!
Speaking of cold…, thanks to everyone that came out to operate Winter Field Day with us on the 26th! Setting
up antennas in the cold is brutal, but the companionship was fantastic! This was a great event for offering some
unique operating conditions and helped break up the otherwise operations-free winter! I continue to be so
proud of our focus on our members and their learning. Big thanks to our elmers who helped make the event a
no stress learning environment for those wanting to learn something new!
I’m happy to announce that thanks to our friends at Gold Medal Ideas, the TMRA apparel store is now open and
available with our first available club logo! Check it out at “http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra” . More to
logos to come, so be sure to check back! Ron, N8RLH, and James, WD8IOL, are putting their terrific skills
to work to create some new and additional logo options for us. Big thanks for that effort gents!
You’ll all have to put up with me as a presenter again at
our February 13th meeting. (no heckling. . . haha) I’m
planning to go online over the internet with my home
station and show some of the benefits and features of the
Software Defined Radio (Flex Radio, in particular, in my
case). I’ve learned a lot over the past year, so it is worth
sharing! In March we have a remote presentation
scheduled with Randy, WU2S, on AREDN mesh
networking.

Army MARS Video Presentation at the January
TMRA Meeting
- w8muk photo

Lastly, big thanks to Dave, KD8EVN, and Alan,
W8ALM, for putting together our new W8HHF QSL
cards. They are on order and we have some to return when they arrive. More at the February meeting!
Until next month!
73,
Rob, KV8P
kv8p@kv8p.com
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU
boxcar@toast.net.
The hospital emergency drill will be February 2.
The next Lucas County ARES board and general meeting will be held
Saturday February 23. The meeting location is at St Luke's Hospital in the
basement Private Dining Room near the cafeteria. The meeting starts at
9:00am.
ARES is looking for members to help with the February Hospital Radio Test.
If you are a registered member of Lucas County ARES, are available on Saturday Feb 2nd between 10:00 and
about noon, and can man a station at a local hospital, contact Tim, KD8IZU, at boxcar@toast.net
The Toledo Radio Amateur Radio Club will meet at the
Maumee Branch Library on February 20, at 7:00 PM.
Please tune into the Lucas County ARES in Brief Net,
Sunday nights on the 147.270 repeater at 7:30pm for the
latest information.
The photo, at left, is from the January ARES meeting,
courtesy of Brad, WB8RG.
Lucas County ARES congratulates the following members on being elected to the Board of Trustees at the
January ARES Meeting: Mike, N8GBU; Jim, KE8IJU; Rich, KE8IJV; and Rob, KV8P. Each elected
member will serve a two-year term as a trustee, who oversees the financial aspects of the organization.

Technician License Classes, VE Testing, and CW Classes
From Steve, KC8TVW
Congratulations to the new Technician licensees: KE8LHW, Scott and KE8LHX, Ed
The weather has not been great for CW classes.
For information about the Technician License Class, VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW.
Phone: 419-467-3734 or email: kc8tvw@arrl.net.

TMRA Hamfest
Don’t forget that the TMRA Hamfest will be Sunday, March 17, 2019 at the Student Health and Activity Center
(SHAC) at Owens Community College, 30335 Oregon Road, Perrysburg, Ohio. The hamfest features the usual
selection of ham radio equipment, computers, software, shareware, electronic parts, soldering equipment, and
hard-to-find items that you see only at hamfests. It also features VE testing, a silent auction of ham gear, and
three education forums: “ARES in Ohio,” “Designing and Building a Deployable Emergency Communication
Go Kit” and “FLDigi Digital Communications.”
Set-up will be Saturday, March 16. Many volunteers will be needed both days. Contact Brian, WD8MXR, if
you have not already volunteered. See you there!
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Winter Field Day
Here are photos from Winter Field Day held on January 26, 2019, courtesy of Brad, WB8RG.
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And two photos courtesy of Rob, KV8P.

TMRA Technical Committee
Dan, KE8UE, Chairman
Hi everyone I know it's a little late, but I hope you
had a Happy Holiday Season.
53.110, 6 Meter Repeater: We are still having
some interference problems with this
machine. Tom, KD8WCD, has been working hard on pinpointing the problem and we believe it is a billboard
sign. We have had a couple of nets without any problems. This net is at 9:00 pm on Monday evening.
147.270, 2 Meter Repeater: There is some good news. We have found a used power supply for the Motorola
MTR 2000 and it should be back in service very soon. This will give better receive and 100 watts output, and
the downtown receive should also be back up and running.
442.850, 440 Repeater: Repeater is doing well and, in the future, will have aa-star and echo link capability as
well as analog. The Motorola MTR 20000 is working well and it provides us with 100 watts of output.
224.140, 220 Repeater: Repeater had some fine tuning and seems to be working very well. Also. I had heard
of reports of full quieting from a mobile down South of Bowling Green at Route 6 and US 25.
442.750, D-Star Repeater: This repeater is working well and does not seem to have any problems at this time.
Fusion and the 900 are both working well with no problems.
A new board was ordered and received for the Club Controller and it needs to have audios rebalanced for
repeaters and the University of Toledo. The battery backup system is about 90% installed and should be ready
by spring and any severe weather that we might encounter.
The Tech committee is always working hard to keep the systems operating as quickly as possible. My hats off
to everyone on the committee that puts in time to help other committee members and other club members work
on the systems.
Thanks, and have a great February. Also, remember we will need help with hamfest in March [third weekend]
and also there is SSB on 50.255 on Thursdays at 9:00 pm for 6 meter enthusiasts.

4

Grid Square Chase
From Rob, KV8P, President
Two of our club members did exceptionally well this past year in the ARRL International Grid Chase! Darin,
KD8WBZ, scored #1357 out of 44947 participants - top 3.1%. Dave, KD8EVN, scored #2529 out of 44947
participants - top 5.6%. Those are numbers worth celebrating! Very nice!

TMRA Profile: Dan Cunningham, KE8UE
By Glenn, W8MUK, Editor

Were your teenage years filled with the music of rock-n-roll? Do the names Smokey Robinson and the
Miracles, the Marvelettes, the Temptations, Martha and the Vandellas, the Jackson Five, the Beatles, and a host
of other performers bring fond memories? Then maybe you wished that you could work at one of the local radio
stations and be a part of the rock music scene. Then you could wish that you were Dan, KE8UE, a long-time
TMRA member.
From station engineer, to announcer, even as a
cameraman, Dan worked at a variety of stations in Ohio
and California. Perhaps you’ll recognize the station call
signs of WOHO, WDHO CH. 24 which is now WNWO,
and WTTO. Dan worked at all of these stations.
From 8 years-old, Dan grew up in South Toledo and, as it
turns out, only a few blocks from where I grew up. He
played in the same parks, his family shopped in the same stores, he also frequently visited the nearby Toledo
Zoo, and he went to the same high school. After moving to Whitehouse, Ohio, Dan volunteered as a fireman
and a EMT-A.
In 1986, Dan was invited to attend a TMRA meeting and agreed to chair
the picnic committee. Later he ran a net, was a trustee for ten years, and
today is chairman of the Technical Committee. He upgraded through his
General, Advanced, and Amateur Extra licenses, and even holds a
General Radio Telephone license. Early in his amateur radio days, Dan
built and quickly disassembled his own amplifier. You’ll have to talk to
him if you want to hear the full story.
Dan’s basement ham shack is a fascinating place. It is filled with radios,
amplifiers, accessories, five computers, and a bank of co-ax switches to
connect his numerous radios with his 14 antennas mounted on and
between his three towers. Soft-spoken and always smiling, Dan patiently
explained the function of each piece of equipment, coax switch and
cable, and computer. Although he is equipped to operate on almost every
band, he told me you will find him mostly on voice between the sixmeters and 33 centimeters bands.
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In addition to his ham radio gear, Dan has an attractive display of
memorabilia from his days as a volunteer fireman and EMT-A. He also
has a large operating model train display. Listening to him
enthusiastically talk about being a volunteer fireman, and building his
model trains, it’s clear Dan has interests beyond ham radio.
Dan’s technical expertise, experience in radio broadcasting, skills in
building his ham shack and antenna farm, and demonstrated capabilities
running nets, setting up at Field Day, and at other operating events make
him a valuable asset at TMRA. Each month, he and others from TMRA,
work to keep our numerous repeaters operating – not an easy task! Each
summer, Dan hosts a picnic for the Tech Committee and other TMRA
members. He generously shares his time and knowledge with anyone
who asks. You’ll even find him writing updates from the Tech
Committee for the newsletter.
Dan, like many others of his generation, is a connection to the past of
ham radio. We ought to value them and utilize their knowledge as long as we can.

Photos courtesy of Glenn, W8MUK

The TMRA Hamfest is Sunday, March 17, at Owens Community College
Student Health and Activity Center
30335 Oregon Road
Perrysburg, Ohio
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Choosing the Best Antennas for a Scanner
By Bruce, AA8HS, Assistant Editor
This article is part of a series on topics which may be interesting to hams but not necessarily involving our
portion of the frequency spectrum.
A few weeks ago, I visited one of the houses in the Old West End Festival. There was a very well-preserved
radio from the 1940’s about four feet tall in a beautiful cabinet and clearly labeled horizontal frequency scale.
From 540 to 1600 KHz, there was the AM Broadcast band, from 1700 to 1800 KHz, the Police band, and from
1.8 to 2.0 Megahertz, an amateur band. This continued into the HF region. I later learned that the Toledo Police
used 1717 KHz for dispatch beginning about 1934 and there was no way for them to respond. Since that
frequency could be heard for hundreds of miles at night because of skywave activity, it would have been
important for each department in the United States using this band to have a separate frequency. Do you
remember the old TV program Highway Patrol with Broderick Crawford? There was an antenna about eightfeet long mounted on his car body, a reflection of the technology for the 30-50 MHz band at the time. There
were scanner enthusiasts who enjoyed listening to FM analog public safety transmissions from different areas of
the US and Canada at night until activity on this band dropped off to a large extent.
As technology advanced and tube type radios gave way to transistors and integrated circuits, the VHF (150-170
MHz) and (450-470 MHz with portions of our 420-430 MHz spectrum) were allocated for public safety and
business use. The commercial industry calls the 150-170 MHz portion, “high band” vs. 30-50 MHz, “low
band.” The amateur community received a gift in the form of used VHF and UHF mobile radios when, in
January 2013, the FCC, after declaring its intentions for several years, reduced the bandwidth of part 90
(business and public service) from 25 KHz to 12.5 KHz. This move was supposedly made to free up frequency
space for additional channels and amateurs are still allowed to use FM analog radios with 25 KHz bandwidth.
Channel separation has also been reduced and some commercial UHF channels have as little as 6 KHz
separation although stations on adjacent channels are generally separated by at least 30 miles and methods such
as CTCSS (PL) are used to prevent interference.
Fast forward to today: if you look in RadioReference.com (RR), how many VHF frequencies do you see in use
around here? I also looked at large population area such as Boston or Detroit. For many of these frequencies,
you will see the notation “deprecated” which means that the frequency is no longer used because it has been
replaced by a talk-group on a digital system. There are some business systems as well as legacy and backup
police or fire systems still using this band. In hilly areas such as Southern Ohio, 800 systems such as MARCS
exist but hi band radios are still being used extensively. Forested areas are also not the friend of 450-470 MHz
and 700/800 MHz systems while these frequencies perform better inside buildings.
So how is this long introduction related to scanner antennas? In Northwest Ohio, a look at RR will tell you that
most of the hi band activity is in Wood County with some in Monroe, Lenawee, and Williams Counties. All
these areas are served by P25 digital public safety systems and Wood County’s system is also DMR. So, if your
scanner is being used for 450-470 MHz analog and DMR as well as the 700/800 MHz frequencies used by
MARCS and the Northwest Ohio Regional Public Safety System (NWORPSS), a ground plane which costs
about two dollars to build, mounted indoors or outdoors, may be all that you need. The local MARCS towers
are located in Toledo (One Government Center), Haskins (Eastern Route 6), and in Fulton County (Fulton
County Health Center).
The UHF business band has a slightly shorter quarter wavelength than the 440 ham band but a six-inch vertical
wire is close enough for a ground plane and is about 5/8 wave at 700-800 MHz. For 700-800, this is an
impedance mismatch which eliminates some gain from this antenna on 700/800. Plans for this type of antenna
are on YouTube and elsewhere on the Net. Some people have had great results by placing a six-inch piece of
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solid 16-gauge wire in a female barrel F connector mounted within a round candy container and using 75 ohm
RG-6 coax.
The telescoping antenna that is provided with mobile and base scanners usually do not provide as good a
coverage as one which is located away several feet from the user since our bodies have capacitance and can
affect performance.
If you want a pure 800 MHz NMO style antenna to mount on a mast, you can purchase these (links are in the
references):
I recently came upon a situation where a friend was
previously able to hear conversations from four MARCS
towers using a 440 ground plane at 35 feet and then
gradually could not hear anything. His older scanner
showed five bars constantly, but no signals were decoded.
I was able to decode MARCS from one tower with my
TRX-2. The most likely cause was an expanded wireless
network in the 700 MHz region and he used the 800
ground plane shown here in the house to solve the
problem. I will talk about a better solution below.

If you need to use an outdoor antenna for better reception of any scanner band, cable losses and connectors are
as important as the antenna itself. Dan, KE8UE, reminded me that a PL-259 connector should only be used
below 30 MHz since it is a 30-ohm connector and represents a growing portion of the wavelength with
increasing frequency. A Diamond discone with N-connectors and LMR-400 cable with uninterrupted cable to
the scanner is the ideal situation for outdoor use. RG-6 (75 ohm) cable is used for cable TV and satellite
reception and has a loss of 3 dB for a 50-foot length at
900 MHz. I removed the antenna element from a 16
inch 2meter/440 mag mount antenna, soldered it into a
PL-239 center plug, and used the MFJ-1401 radial kit
as a base. I soldered the hot lead from RG-6 quad
shield into a PL-259 with reducer, connected to the
underside of the radial kit and used sealant tape to
cover the connection. This unit, mounted outdoors,
works great on high band, 450-470, and 700-800. You
can certainly build this kind of antenna for less money.
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The OPEK VUCM-301-BNC (on the left) is one antenna that I love
for mobile, home or outside use (with a ground plane or even just on
a piece of sheet metal). It has an SWR less than 2.5 on “high band,”
and UHF, and the 3-inch section at the base provides 800 MHz
coverage. For outdoor use, its lossy RG-174 cable should be cut
within a few inches and an N or other connector and better cable
substituted.
This similarly
looking antenna
provides good MHz
coverage but is lousy
on 440.

A MARCS system has about 125 watts per frequency and a range of about 15 miles and MARCS has only one
set of towers per county in this area. On the other hand, the NWORPSS system has eleven towers, with similar
power, in Lucas County, one in Wauseon, and one in Bowling Green:
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The problem with multiple transmitters transmitting on the same frequency (in Lucas County) simultaneously is
that it creates multipath interference resulting in packet
distortion and loss. The timing of this system is critical to
ensure solid signals in mobile police and fire radios. P25
Phase I systems such as this use a form of modulation which
is a form of QPSK and the Motorola radios in the field decode
it well despite receiving multiple simultaneous signals.
Although Whistler and Uniden have improved their decoding
systems, they are not perfect; the latest I/Q system from
Uniden (SDS200) may change that situation. In any case, an
800 MHz Yagi antenna, whether purchased or homemade, can
make a major difference.
It is not the 10 dB gain that matters but the directionality of
the antenna, rejecting the signals from other towers and
focusing on the strongest nearby tower. This
arrangement has eliminated 99% of my multipath
interference. There are a lot of YouTube videos that
will explain how to construct antennas like this that
you can use either inside or outside the house. This is
also a solution when receiving more distant towers
and dealing with signal overload from the increasing
number of wireless towers.
Hand held scanners are generally less sensitive than
mobile units so a good antenna is important.
Unfortunately, some of the antennas that are enclosed
with $500 portables are spiral types and show poor
performance in an antenna analyzer.
Some portable antennas are just 2m/440 rubber
ducks. Since these are shortened antennas with a
loading coil, and they have a narrow bandwidth in
the high band region. The longer 15” Diamond
antenna with BNC
connector (RH77CA) is excellent overall. For 450-470 and 700/800, the Tytera MD-380 antenna ($8) does a
great job with an SMA female to BNC male adapter. So does the 7 inch Motorola 800 5/8 wave ($8) with an
SMA male to BNC adapter. The SWR on 450-470 is about 3:1 on the Motorola as well as on the more
expensive ($25) Remtronix (Radio Shack) 5/8 wave portable antenna. Nagoya antennas, although cheap, are
generally poor on UHF.
It is legal in Ohio and Michigan to have a scanner in the car if not used in the commission of a crime. Some
hams have had some explaining to do with the police, though. For high band reception, nothing beats a 16 inch
dual band antenna with a portable or mobile scanner. If within about five miles of the tower, a portable scanner
with portable antenna (and a cupholder mount) is satisfactory for 450 and 700/800 but I have had great success
with the OPEK VUCM-301-BNC.
A final comment: while some companies do use cell phones for their mobile fleet, handheld radios will always
be needed for business and public safety communications whether a repeater system is present or not. There are
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three reasons why this is the case: 1) Some companies refuse to allow cell phone use inside a building; 2) cell
phone signals are not reliable inside a building depending upon the carrier and the particular structure; and 3)
cell phones do not work well in a “one to many” scenario in which a group of people (for example, security)
must hear the same transmission.
References:
1.
2.
3.
4.

http://www.n1gy.com/simple-ground-plane-antennas.html
http://www.wpsantennas.com/qwb760-antenexquarterwaveantenna760-870MHzunitygainblack.aspx
https://www.theantennafarm.com/catalog/laird-technologies-mbc800lbt-7530
https://www.ebay.com/itm/OPEK-VUCM-301-BNC-VHF-UHF-CELL-LITE-MINI-MAGNET-MAGNETICHAM-SCANNER-ANTENNA/400312615376?epid=1101753803&hash=item5d347dc1d0:m:mvRqF8j3MjmUnC2itN1CMA:rk:3:pf:0
5. https://www.ebay.com/itm/Phonetone-8dbi-Outdoor-directional-Yagi-800MHz-850MHz-900MHz-GSMAntenna-with-N/163213397369?hash=item260046cd79:g:qrwAAOSwjexbfAKL:rk:26:pf:0
6. https://www.ebay.com/itm/UHF-700-800MHZ-MotorolaAntenna/254047547265?hash=item3b2669ef81:g:cl8AAOSwXItcAu5H:rk:3:pf:0
7. https://www.scannermaster.com/REMTRONIX_800_MHz_Portable_BNC_Antenna_p/22-541122.htm

TMRA Bus to Hamvention®
TMRA will once again have a bus going to Hamvention® at the Greene County Ohio Fairgrounds and Expo
Center. The bus will leave Toledo early on Saturday, May 18, and return the same day. Hamvention® tickets,
good for May 17-19, may be purchased online for $22.00 in advance, or for $27.00 at the gate. For more
information or to register for the TMRA bus, contact Mike, WA8SYD.

Mobile Fox Hunts
From Ron, N8RLH
Mobile Fox Hunts are cancelled until Spring. For more information, contact Ron, N8RLH at n8rlh@arrl.net.

Dales Tales
Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director, Great Lakes Division
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for February 2019.
ARRL BOARD MEETING. On January 18 and 19, the ARRL Board of Directors held its Annual
Meeting. The board welcomed several new Directors and Vice Directors to its membership.
In specific actions, the board approved the launching of a Life Long Learning initiative (LLL). This will
include a Content Management System and an Account Management System as well as significant web site
improvements all aimed at bringing LLL to the membership. This is a lengthy project that will be implemented
in several phases. More will
be released by HQ soon.
The Board approved the adoption of new guidelines for the ARES Program, bringing significant upgrades to
ARES aiming at improved standards in the organization. This was the result of a 31-month effort to upgrade
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the program. ARES participants registered in ARES Connect will be able to take the newly revised ARRL
EMCOMM training course EC-001 for no cost.
An amendment to the Articles of Association brought them into
alignment with Connecticut law relating to there being no
stockholders in our 501(c)3 organization.
A permanent operating committee was established to insure
continued support for Logbook of the World.
The definition of the position of Vice Director has been revised to
insure that the holders of this elected office are fully able to step in
to serve in the absence of their respective Directors. The fiduciary
responsibilities and requirements of operational information were
included.

THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Rob, KV8P;
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Dir. Hippisley, W2RU, entered a motion that I supported
commending the National Traffic System (NTS) and endorsing the
ARES and the rolls they have in emergency communications.
The board accepted the resignation of Chris Imlay, W3KD, who has
served as ARRL General Counsel for many years.
The ARRL Board Code of Conduct was repealed, leaving CT law
as the guiding principles for board members.
In standing committee appointments, our Great Lakes Division
Vice Director Tom Delaney, W8WTD, was appointed to the
Administration and Finance Committee and I was selected to chair
the Programs and Service Committee.

Webmaster: Zack, N8ZAK
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Several awards and honors were granted, currently being
announced by HQ. This year, none involved Great Lakes Division
members.
SEVERAL ITEMS I covered in the January issue of "Dale's Tales"
were discussed with fellow Board members. Those included a
request to return the Rag Chewers Certificate, add a list of new
licensees to appear in QST, continuing a down-scaled version of the
OO program, increasing the point value for new hams participating
in Field Day, adding a point value for GOTA contacts and
consideration of a video Amateur Radio training program. Some of these will soon be examined by the
Programs and Service Committee.
TOM'S COMMENTS: We often speculate on the future of ham radio. With many of us aging, and not so many
young people coming to club meetings, we wonder what will happen. Some steps taken by the ARRL Board at
its recent meeting, and other things being done by ARRL staff have certainly increased my optimism for what
may happen in the future.
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Data gathered by the staff, with assistance from a Connecticut advertising firm, has given us a much better idea
of who might be interested in ham radio, what their motivations are for becoming hams, and what they would
like to do with ham radio. That can be translated in action, particularly as we learn to reach out in a different
way to prospective hams. An example of this appears in CEO Howard Michel’s column in the February issue
of QST. I encourage you to read — or re-read — that column. Howard imagines a grid where we can calculate
our interests between using new technology and existing technology, and between hobby and public
service. And each of us fit in various places along those scales. If we, as individuals and clubs, as well as the
ARRL as an organization, can better appeal to newcomers by how they fit that grid, we can help them achieve
their goals, and keep them interested in ham radio through the years.
ARRL will be making new efforts to keep all of us interested, by improving training materials. Just as
technology keeps evolving, ham radio does too, and keeping up with the latest interests might be something we
all want to do. Watch for new learning programs, and new ways of presenting the information that we need.
As for reaching out, on the local level, please keep holding those license classes. Remember that not everyone
looking for a license has the same expectations of ham radio as you do. Young people in particular are drawn to
technical and scientific aspects that many of us are not. Other people are really drawn by the opportunity to
serve their communities. We need to be more aware of all the facets of ham radio, and demonstrate ones that
are of most interest to the people we reach out to. And be sure to welcome everyone to the hobby, encourage
them in their interests, and help them get started.
-- 73, Tom, W8WTD, Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from some of the recent events in the Division,
useful links and information as well as some neat photos supplied from around the Division. Check it
out: http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule covering the
next few months. These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this
publication. If you plan to request ARRL Sanctioning, please be sure to do it well in advance of your Hamfest
date, as this allows adequate time for QST Listings. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your
date is set. With 52 weeks and 65+ hamfests, things do double up a little. Plan ahead for requesting your
ARRL Officials to attend.
2/2/19
2/8/19
2/17/19
2/17/19
3/2/19
3/3/19
3/16/19
3/17/19

HARA Swap
Cherryland Swap
Livonia Hamfest
Mansfield Hamfest
Cave City Hamfest
NOARS Winter Fest
Gallipolis
TMRA Hamfest

Negaunee, MI
Traverse City, MI
Livonia, MI
Mansfield, OH
Cave City, KY
Elyria, OH
Gallipolis, OH
Perrysburg, OH

Be sure to check your Section's news pages for the latest local happenings, club and net information.
73, Let's go light up the bands!
Dale Williams, WA8EFK
wa8efk@arrl.org
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Did You Know?
•
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•
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•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The Fldigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
The TMRA Hamfest is March 17, 2019. Set-up is Saturday, March 16.
The TMRA bus goes to Hamvention on May 18. Contact Mike, WA8SYD for information.
June 1 & 2, 2019 is Museum Ships Weekend.
Field Day is June 22 & 23, 2019.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.
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Editor’s Note: Beginning with this issue of The Beacon, we will no longer produce a print version for mailing.
With widespread and affordable access to the internet either at home or at a public library, the increased
expense of postage and printing, and the time required to re-edit, print, assemble, and mail a second, condensed
version outweigh the benefit to the remaining seven club members who receive a monthly printed version. We
understand this change may inconvenience some club members and regret that the change is necessary.
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