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News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
News from the President – July, 2019
Has it stopped raining yet? :)
June was a fun month for us, kicking off with the operations for Museum Ships on the Air on-board the Col.
James M. Schoonmaker at the National Museum of the Great Lakes. Even though the weather didn't entirely
cooperate on Saturday (causing high noise levels throughout the day and an early shut-down on Saturday due to
lightening), we still made over 1100 contacts! Now for a QSL card party. :) Big thanks to Glenn, W8MUK,
for organizing/chairing the event this year as well.
As of the time of this write-up, Field Day just ended this last weekend having had some near perfect weather
(which was a really nice change). While I don't have final results yet, I know we will be posting them
soon. We did have a few interference issues this year, but already have some good plans to fix those next
year. Field Day, for me, is my favorite event each year mostly because of the technical challenges of a multistation operation. (Although, this event is a lot of things, well beyond that, to many people!) Field Day reminds
us of important things about antennas and radios working in close proximity, which is often the biggest
challenge. It reminds us of the challenges of pure proximity, but the benefits of isolation due to crosspolarization of antennas as well. It also highlights the importance of a good selective HF receiver, as well, in
those harsh RF environments!
Working through and understanding those kinds of issues are all part of what makes Field Day special, very
useful, and is definitely a good part of what it intends to accomplish as it is a vital part of field operations for
multiple station setups. Camaraderie and learning opportunities abound at field day, as well, as we practice
many of the skills that we have learned over the years. With that, we also obtained most of our bonus points, so
thanks to all that helped with those. Big thanks to all that helped out with setup, operating and tear-down and a
major thanks to Steve, W8TER, and to those that took on band-captain roles as well. Also, I certainly can't
forget Rich, KD8WCB, for keeping our bellies happy! :)
At the June general meeting we elected (and in many cases re-elected) your TMRA 2019/2020 officers. Those
are:
• President – Rob, KV8P
• Vice-President – Tom, KD8WCD
• Treasurer – Rich, KD8IJV
• Secretary – Zack, N8ZAK

We all look forward to working with Rich in his new role as Treasurer. Rich brings a great deal of experience
with money management of Non-Profit organizations with him into this critical role us, which makes him a
great fit for helping us moving forward! Also, a big thank you to our outgoing Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB. He
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has organized the books so well and cleanly that it really takes a great deal of the burden off of someone new
stepping in. Thank you, Rich!
At the June Executive Meeting, the Executive Committee will be nominating (per our bylaws) candidates to fill
the open trustee role which will be vacant at the end of June. We'll be taking votes on that position at the July
general meeting. Also, at the June meeting we will be reviewing a few potential bylaws additions and changes,
one of which is the eventual addition of the position of Bursar. More information on changes in future
newsletters and at the General Meetings.
It was a great month. See you at the July meeting!
Rob - KV8P

Also From Rob, KV8P . . .
Is there anyone open to organizing/chairing an existing or new TMRA field operation event? I know we do
need someone to chair operations for the Ohio QSO Party, and TMRA is always open to organizing to run some
others (new ideas/plans are welcome!)
Some of the big/popular yearly operating event options:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IARU HF World Championship - July 13th
CQ Worldwide VHF Contest &/or NAQP RTTY - Jul 20th
North American QSO Party, CW - Aug 3rd
North American QSO Party, SSB - Aug 17th
Ohio QSO Party - Aug 24th
Ohio State Parks on The Air - Sep 7th
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, SSB - Oct 26th
CQ Worldwide DX Contest, CW - Nov 23rd
CQ WPX, SSB and CW- spring 2020 TBD
Michigan QSO Party - spring 2020 TBD

Please contact Rob, KV8P, at kv8p@kv8p.com if you would be willing to help organize an operating event!

And a July Dues Reminder
From Rob, KV8P, President
Reminder: 2019/2020 Dues are due! Yes, it is July already and dues are due for the year! Please support your
club and all the great events that we have for you this year. You can send in your $20 ($25 with family) or
bring it to any general meeting.
Also, it did come to our attention recently that we recently had over-charged a few of our newer over 70
members. Before the change to $5 (used to be free for over 70 with stipulations), our bylaws used to state that
you must be a full-price member for 3 years before the membership was free. That 3 year "clause" was
removed at that time. Therefore, if you are over 70 and paid more than $5 (no matter what), please see Bruce,
AA8HS, who can help facilitate your refund. Our apologies.
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU, Emergency Coordinator, Lucas County ARES
boxcar@toast.net.
Important upcoming events:
•
•
•
•

July 13 & 14 Toledo Air Show
July 28 ARES Meeting at St. Luke's
August 3 Sylvania Superkids
August 4 Sylvania Triathlon

Technician License Classes, VE Testing, and CW Classes
From Steve, KC8TVW
CW class have resumed. Contact Steve, KC8TVW.
For information about the Technician License Class, VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW.
Phone: 419-467-3734 or email: sstalker@bex.net

TMRA Technical Committee
By Rob, KV8P
1. The fan on the amplifier for the 927.025 MHz repeater is planned to be replaced. Thanks for Jerry,
W8JOR, for the donation. This repeater is experiencing a new intermittent on/off weak interfering signal that
we're looking into (doesn't really get in the way, however). Our 900MHz repeater is now getting a lot more
local use as many have recently purchased radios!
2. We are planning soon to tie the battery backup into the repeater controller, providing a new courtesy tone
when the repeater is on battery backup. (TBD on timing)
3. Chrissy and Brian both spent time updating our equipment inventory records. Thanks!
4. 6m antenna raising will soon be planned to move it further from a metal vent duct. We are currently
reviewing options and researching better element support options (before moving it).
5. NEW as of June 25th: We are currently looking into some reports of sensitivity issues on 53.110 (possibly
the same interference we experienced last year but now covered by PL?)
6. NEW as of June 25th: We'll be discussing handling of an issue with the Icom 910h UHF module (satellite
radio), found during field day, at the July Tech Meeting.
7. NEW as of June 25th: We'll be further discussing some potential storage change options at the July Tech
Meeting.
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Two-Meter Slot-Cube Antenna Build
Here are photos from the antenna build courtesy of Darin, KD8WBZ.
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Museum Ships Weekend 2019
From Glenn, W8MUK, Chairman
Thanks to Dave, KD8EVN, more complete statistics are available from the logs from Museum Ships Weekend:
•
•
•
•
•

We were pleased to "Welcome Aboard" 1,167 contacts in our 12+ hours of operation.
We worked 48 states, only missing Hawaii and Wyoming.
We talked to 10 DX locations: Canada (35 times!), Northern Ireland, Japan, Mexico,
Afghanistan, Puerto Rico, Chile, Bolivia, Midway Island, and Alaska.
To date, we have already received 107 QSL card requests.
Our QRZ website for K8E has received over 13,500 hits!

Looking ahead to Museum Ships Weekend 2000, the QRZ website has been updated and we have requested the
special event call sign “K8E” for next year.
Once again, we want to thank the National Museum of the Great Lakes for giving us permission to operate
aboard the Col. James M. Schoonmaker, and to the volunteer staff of the Schoonmaker without whose help we
could not have operated.

Field Day Lost and Found
Steve, W8TER, has several items, from antennas to tables, left at the Field Day site. Please contact him if you
left something behind.

Field Day
From Steve, W8TER, Chairman
As I sit to write this field day article, I have not yet gotten all of
the information together for submission to ARRL for its contest
portion of the event. I cannot tell you what our score was or how
many contacts were made, but I can describe the event and the
comradery that took place.
As we started out on Friday, several members of TMRA did meet
at the lockup and helped transport the stowed hamming gear from
the lockup to the field day site. We unloaded the tent and supplies
and immediately started to hang our dipole antennas from the trees. In two hours’ time we were able to get the
gear and have five operational antennas in the trees. Had this been an emergency we would be in great shape.
I want to point out that during setup we had two members of TMRA, Bill and Ryan, both of whom have yet to
be licensed, help in meaningful ways. A special thanks for their excellent help in setting up antennas and
assisting in the staging of the field day site.
Saturday was busy and we all gathered to dine with Rich, KD8WCB, who was the food preparation artist and
who made sure we did not go hungry. Thanks to Rich for his talent in food preparation and talent of fixing
aging grills. He did indeed resurrect the old field day grill from the junk pile. It operates as new now.
Thanks to Tim, KD8IZU, who made the rounds as safety officer and did due diligence in making sure trip
hazards were taken care of.
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Mike, W8MAL, was responsible for handling radiograms and sending them through the National Traffic
System. He successfully passed all of the traffic that was given to him. Thank you, Mike, for going the extra
mile by being our liaison to NTS.
KC8TVW and KD8NJY were instrumental in providing and erecting antennas along with spending much time
trouble shooting.
Thanks to Dan, KE8UE, who provides us with the unique 160-meter band contacts. The antenna is incredible
and it works quite well.
Thanks to Rich, KQ6EF, for bringing out the satellite station. We discovered that it was not transmitting on the
70 cm side. Not to worry, we did make a few satellite contacts thanks to Andrew, K8EL, who drove in from
Akron, Ohio to the TMRA Field Day at the Wolcott House. Also, Monique Dubois was a guest from the state
of Maine witnessing her first field day.
See the video at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpDNLBTsZho&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR2cfTbMT4Lt2uWgYMA5Zho-cRdAlm_Yt_m0udFezW-DOWBjk3H4-TPH30
Field day just would not be field day if we did not try to have the best contacts with other hams who share our
interest in radio and all of its diversity.
Thank you to all who participated at our site. We look forward to next year with you.
A thank you goes out to my assistant Glenn, W8MUK, who is hardly seen but does an incredible amount of
work behind the scenes.
[Editor’s Note: Field Day photos are courtesy of Bruce, AA8HS.]
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[Editor’s Note: More Field Day photos courtesy of Glenn, W8MUK.]
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The Air Show is July 13 and 14 at Toledo Express
Airport. Many volunteers are needed!
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Digital Public Safety Systems and Choosing the Best Scanner to Hear Them:
Part 2
By Bruce, AA8HS, Assistant Editor
This article is part of a series that may be of interest to amateur radio operators but not necessarily involving our
frequencies or privileges.
First, I wanted to mention that there are hundreds of thousands of scanners in use in the US and Canada. Many
are of the old analog type, but DMR and, particularly, P25 digital communication in the 800 MHZ region are
growing. In certain areas, where the terrain is hilly or mountainous, VHF or 450-470 MHz UHF is still more
reliable than 800 MHz. Check out the frequencies used in Southern Ohio on Radiorefernce.com to confirm this.
There are three main manufacturers of scanners capable of receiving digital public safety and commercial or
business communication: Whistler, Uniden, and Unification. The first two are the best known and have been
producing products for many years, some of which were marketed by Radio Shack or GRE.
The first reference below shows the many Radio Shack scanners still available on the secondary market. Many
of these scanners were designed for analog trunking, but the later models will receive Phase I P25 digital audio,
which is used by the Northwest Ohio Regional Public Safety System (NWORPSS), the statewide MARCS
system, and Michigan's Public Safety Communications System (MPSCS). At the time of their manufacture,
Phase II P25, DMR, and other digital modalities either did not exist or were not popular.
Trunking consists of a system which uses many repeaters on different frequencies and a computer controlled
system which controls the frequencies used for a conversation between public safety personnel. These
communications could be between the dispatcher and mobile and portable units, between mobile or potable
units, or intraoperatively, that is between different counties or states.
The mobile or portable units contain microprocessors which allow them to follow the instructions given by the
base towers using control channels that transmit the data which controls which frequencies are used by which
mobile or portable units. Control channels transmit continually and if you would like to hear this data, just tune
a scanner in FM analog mode to 855.8875 MHz in Lucas County, 771.50625 MHz in Fulton County, or
772.98125 MHz in Wood County. This data tells the base, mobile, and portable radios which frequencies to use
for a given talkgroup (TG).
When the conversation between the radios is done, the frequencies that were used are released. In my
experience, a conversation between, for example, the Toledo Police South Dispatcher and a patrol car will
generally stay on one frequency. These conversations are usually brief, and the repeater frequencies stay the
same as the patrol car uses different towers; there are eleven of them in Lucas County. However, during a car
chase, the system can use multiple TG’s, frequencies, and perhaps different agencies over county or state lines.
Trunking P25 scanners listen to the control channel to tell them which repeater output frequency will allow
them to hear the next communication. Many scanners allow you to directly view the frequency currently in use.
Technically, a scanner only needs to “know” the control channel and alternates since they will receive both the
frequency in use and TG in use. The reason that so many frequencies are allocated to a system is that more than
one conversation is often taking place. In Bowling Green, for example, there have been situations where all four
NWORPSS repeaters were in use and an officer received a busy signal, called a bonk.
Software is used to lock out TG’s that are not of interest to you. Since there are over 300 TG’s in the
NWORPSS, you might miss bits of conversations if all TG’s are included. This happens because scanners
usually wait a couple of seconds for a response during a conversation, but if the response takes longer, another
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TG might be heard instead. Most scanner software also allows you to create favorites or customized scan lists
depending on your interests and you can lock in a TG with a button of the scanner. It doesn’t take long to
determine that the Toledo Police dispatchers and the EMS are the busiest.
If you do choose to purchase one of the older scanners from reference #1, you will need to purchase software
such as PSREdit, Scan Cat Lite Plus or Win500 from Starrsoft.com. The WS-1040 portable and WS-1065
mobile or base scanners are still in production so for about $250 you can have a P25 scanner, but software as
mentioned above must be purchased since Whistler does not provide software for the these.
Scanner enthusiasts often have a strong preference for either Whistler or Uniden. I have heard software from
either camp called clunky and various complaints about one or the other’s memory structure or quality. I owned
an analog Uniden handheld that died in six months and a Uniden BCD996XT mobile whose screen went blank
after being in a hot car for a few weeks, this a mobile scanner. The screen in my Whistler TRX-2 is losing its
contrast on the edges and the audio in my WS-1088 went dead after two years, a $120 repair. Early SDS-200’s
had issues with hum although they use a metal case. Mine, and others’ SDS-100’s “bricked” after just two
weeks of use and it took Uniden a month to replace it. On the forums, you can read complaints about lack of
sensitivity, distorted audio, slow scanning speed, missed conversations, and particularly multipath distortion,
either in the base, mobile, or portable.
During the days when Radio Shack stores had a strong presence throughout the US, both Whistler and Uniden
produced scanners for the company. When you look at reference #1 and compare the RS Pro652 and the Pro668
to Whistler offerings, you can see the resemblance.
One of the items that you should consider when purchasing a scanner is cost. There is a substantial difference in
price between the current Whistler and Uniden offerings. The Whistler TRX-1 portable scanner has a street
price of about $450 but there often deals on refurbished scanners and Whistler sometimes runs specials within a
limited time frame. The Uniden SDS-100 portable has a street price of $650 and Uniden charges various fees
for DMR or other digital upgrades; Whistler does not. A Whistler TRX-2 runs about $500 and watch for the
deals. The Uniden SDS-200 street price is $700 but the upgrades can run you into the $800 region. All of these
scanners are capable of being quickly programmed by entering your zip code and allowing the scanner to load
the frequencies. Then, without using software, the Scanlist function in Whistlers, or the Services option in
Unidens can be used to lockout services, such as EMS or regions, such as Ontario, that are not of interest to
you.
The software provided by Whistler, EZ Scan or TRX-2 Base-Mobile, and Uniden, Sentinel, have different
interfaces. Both rely on the imperfect Radioreference (RR) database whose information is staffed by volunteers,
myself included. Whistler and Uniden allow frequent online updates which are mostly TG’s for P25 systems.
When analog frequencies go dark or DMR systems adopt encryption, it can be years before that kind of info is
found on RR. FCC licenses may still be active for many analog frequencies that have switched to DMR.
Next month, I will delve into the software for Uniden and Whistler scanners and discuss the radios’ features and
the Unification products. 73…
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Uniden SDS-100
Whistler TRX-1
1. https://wiki.radioreference.com/index.php/Radio_Shack_Scanners
2.http://www.rfwireless-world.com/Terminology/C4FM-vs-CQPSK.html

Understanding Logbook of the World – Part 4
N8JDM [First published] October 23, 2017 - 6:40 pm

Editor’s Note: This is the fourth of a series of five articles written by
Jason D. McCormick, N8JDM, and reprinted with permission. The
Beacon is grateful for his generosity in sharing his articles with us.
This article is the fourth in a series of articles on using Logbook of the
World. Part one addressed key concepts for LoTW while part two went
through how to setup LoTW. Part three discussed the basic use of
LoTW through TrustedQSL directly or what this author likes to call
“the hard way.” In part four, the use of LoTW and TQSL as part of
electronic logging software.
Many modern logging systems that aim to be fully-featured loggers (to contrast with “contest loggers”)
have LoTW integration, almost always using TQSL in the “background” to upload QSOs into LoTW
and the web application interface (“the web”) to download matching QSLs. The choice of logging
software is often a very personal consideration based on a number of factors, using logging software
with LoTW integration makes using Logbook of the World much simpler, especially if the use of
LoTW is a primary need.
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This article will use as examples the logging software package Log4OM but all loggers operate in the
same general way. The examples are intended to demonstrate well-integrated systems for LoTW use
but are not necessarily advocacy for those platforms. Most full-featured logging systems will operate in
generally the same way as these applications.
Configuring the logging software for LoTW use generally boils down to the following steps:
1. Install and configure TrustedQSL (TQSL). If this hasn’t be completed, see parts 1-3 of this
article series before continuing.
2. Configure the logging software with the necessary particulars of the TQSL configuration –
usually Callsign (matching the Callsign Certificate, Station Location, Callsign Certificate
passphrase – if one is set), and LoTW Account
After setting these configuration options, the logging software will offer a QSL Management interface
that will permit uploads to LoTW. For example, in the Log4OM software:

Uploading QSOs is as simple as highlighting each QSO not uploaded, detectable by observing the sent
status flag, and selecting the upload feature. In Log4OM the status screen will run through some status
messages of TQSL being run behind the scenes and then will report successful upload or an error.

Downloading QSL status from LoTW works in the same way. Click on the button that attempts to
download QSLs. In general, the logging application will attempt to download QSLs after a certain date.
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To be a good citizen of LoTW, attempt limit the download to a reasonable beginning date as larger date
ranges consume more resources on the LoTW servers.
Additionally, here are some screenshots of CQRLog and N3FJP Amateur Contact Log showing similar
shots from those applications.
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Look for the upcoming Part 5 of this series on using the LoTW web interface.
[“Understanding Logbook of the World”, a series of five articles, was published in the Silvercreek Amateur
Radio Association’s website at https://w8wky.org, and is used with permission under the terms of Creative
Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. Minor changes were made to provide proper attribution and to
fit the newsletter format.]

Dales Tales
Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director, Great Lakes Division
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for July, 2019.
ARISS Adventure. Dale's Tales extends congratulations to the Cherryland ARC of Traverse City, MI on their
cooperative effort with the Traverse Area District Library as they hosted a radio contact with the International
Space Station on July 28. Eight youngsters were selected from the library's Summer Reading Program to ask
questions of Astronaut Nick Hague aboard the station.
Conditions were perfect for the effort, which included club-provided computer controlled Az-El antennas on the
library roof, plus rack mounted primary and back up radios and controls. Former astronaut Col. Greg Johnson
was also present as a guest speaker.
Considerable emphasis was placed upon STEM, Science, Technology, Engineering and Math, and the
youngsters in attendance saw first-hand what the results of a STEM aligned education can mean to their futures.
This all points out the strong need for radio amateurs to develop closer ties with the educational facilities in our
communities. Clearly, the enthusiasm shown by the attendees is a good indication of excellent opportunities for
all of us. We watched these selected eight youngsters communicate with the ISS and saw the excitement on
their faces and the faces of their brothers, sisters, friends and families.
Supporting STEM projects and applicable school programs can offer entry into amateur radio, and we know the
opportunities that amateur radio has opened for many of us in our careers. Perhaps a discussion with some of
your local school administrators could open an opportunity to introduce amateur radio into your local school
system.
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TOM'S TOME: Comments from your ARRL Vice Director. (Yes of course, we just had to introduce this new
column name!!)
Repeaters –what they were, what they are, what they never were, and
what they might become.
OK. We all know that repeater activity is not what is was twenty or
thirty years ago. I had occasion to remember that a few weeks ago
when it would have been nice to have someone to talk to. I was in an
area with several road closures that popped up. The first one, okay,
just take another route. After the second one, I started wondering
what else would be closed, and could I get where I wanted to go. The
repeater for there is usually quiet (like most) and, no one on to talk
to. Maybe someone could have helped, maybe not. Of course, I have
GPS in the car as well as on my phone. I just noticed that there was
no friendly voice to either guide, or even to commiserate.
By the way, for those few people reading this who think they know
the repeater and the situation, don’t worry. I’m not pointing fingers.
It happens everywhere. No one is to blame.
Back to the friendly voice. I certainly remember earlier times when
any call on a repeater would get an answer, and sometimes even
helpful comments. (And some unhelpful, even if genuinely meant,
suggestions.) Automated traffic reporting such as GPS signals are a
better way to go. Generally, that stuff keeps better track of traffic and
situations than any of us could. But it’s the idea of a response from
someone who knows the area, the back routes, and maybe even the
situations.

THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Rob, KV8P;
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.

Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmaster: Zack, N8ZAK
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

What ever happened to people who monitored their repeaters while
they did other tasks? Have other things so taken over our attention
that it’s no longer important to listen? Of course, if no one talks,
there’s no one to listen to. Where does it start to get better?
And finally, this. ARRL ran a news story that the WRC has an
agenda item asking for the study of the 144-146 MHz portion of the
band globally for potential reassignment to Aeronautical Mobile
Service. Do we care? That full band is where most of our repeaters
are located. Time to start communicating again?
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from some of the recent events in the Division,
useful links and information as well as some neat photos supplied from around the Division. Check it out:
http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
Be sure to check your Section's news pages for the latest local happenings, club and net information.
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HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule covering the
next few months. These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this
publication.
If you plan to request ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, please be sure to do it well in advance of your Hamfest date,
as this allows adequate time for QST Listings. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is
set. Plan ahead to request your ARRL Officials to attend. With 52 weeks and 70+ hamfests in the Great Lakes
Division, things do double up a little and we need to share duties.
7/7/19
7/20/19
7/20/19
7/20/19
7/21/19
7/28/19
8/3/19
8/3/19
8/10/19
8/10/19
8/17/19
73,

20/9 RC Tailgate Swap
Big Sandy Hamfest
NOARS Fest
Gladwin Swap
Van Wert
Portage Hamfair
Columbus Hamfest
U. P. Hamfest
DX Engineering Hamfest
Central Kentucky
GARS Germantown

Austinville, OH
Louisa, KY
Elyria, OH
Gladwin, MI
Van Wert, OH
Ravenna, OH
Columbus, OH
Escanaba, MI
Tallmadge, OH
Lexington, KY
Germantown, OH

Were you on the air today??? Ham it up!

Dale Williams, WA8EFK
Director, Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org

A Message from the Editor
From Glenn, W8MUK
I’m pleased to announce that, effective with the August 2019 issue of the Beacon, Bruce, AA8HS, will become
the new Editor. Bruce has been writing articles, contributing ideas, and helping to edit the contents of the
Beacon for a while and has done a fine job. One of his articles appears in this month’s issue.
Bruce’s expansive technical knowledge and demonstrated writing skills make him a natural choice to take my
place as I retire from planning and preparing each monthly issue. Although I still enjoy the work of editing the
newsletter, the pull of other things in my life leave insufficient time to work on the newsletter as it deserves.
Those of you who are in your early 70s as I am will understand that I just can’t do as much as I used to do or
would like.
My enduring gratitude to those who have kindly assisted me with articles, information, photos, and advice on
how to make the newsletter better. I will always remember and treasure the friendship you have shown to me.
73 de W8MUK
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Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing: Contact Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, may have ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or
rlhornbeck@att.net.
The Toledo Air Show is July 13 and 14. For information contact Tim, KD8IU, Emergency Coordinator, Lucas
County ARES. boxcar@toast.net.

•
•
•
•
•

The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive emails
about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.

The Air Show is July 13 and 14 at Toledo Express
Airport. Many volunteers are needed!
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Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon no longer produced a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: w8muk@arrl.net, or writing to:
Glenn, W8MUK
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#326
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
Assistant Editors: Bruce, AA8HS and
Mike, WB8TNF
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