TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon
June 2019

News from the President
From Rob, KV8P
Hopefully many of you were able to enjoy Hamvention
this month in Dayton. I took in Contest University again
this year which was fantastic once again, and I did
manage to find a few great deals in the flea market, and
still managed some visiting time with some of our
presentation speakers from this past year, which was
great.
Speaking of Hamvention, big thanks to Mike, WA8SYD,
for arranging and organizing for the bus to Xenia again
this year. Mike always does a fantastic job with this
event and everyone had a great time!
At the last general meeting, I did bring in some of the newly purchased club equipment for the FT-450
station. The club now owns a power supply, headphones, an external tuner, and a portable mast and hamstick
dipoles for 20m and 40m. This equipment is compliments of the funding from the silent auction, so thanks
again to all that contributed.
Our June general meeting will start at 7pm and move
directly into the business meeting since we have elections
and budget review scheduled for that evening. We'll also
be anticipating a recap on the SS. Schoonmaker Museum
Ships on the Air event (June 1st and 2nd) and we'll still
be recruiting for help for Field Day on June 22nd and
23rd!
To sign-up to assist at Field Day, please see Steve,
W8TER, atW8TER@arrl.net .
June is an exciting month as both of our operating events
are big ones! If you don't have a lot of experience setting
up and operating on HF, Field Day is definitely a
fantastic learning event. We'll be there to help you get started (without a lot of pressure) and make sure you are
able to get on the air utilizing the club call-sign and license. Join us!
73,
Photos from the May TMRA meeting are
courtesy of Mike, W8MAL and Brad, WB8RG.

Rob - KV8P
kv8p@kv8p.com
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ARES News
From Tim, KD8IU, Emergency Coordinator, Lucas County ARES
boxcar@toast.net.
Dear Amateur Radio Friends,
I thought I drop you a line to leave you know how things are going with
Lucas County Amateur Radio Emergency Service. At the beginning of May,
we set up a booth at National Train Day event and talked to people about
getting their amateur radio license. James tapped out the kid’s names in
Morse code on Jerry, W8JOR’s, practice key while Jim, KE8IJU; Bob,
KE8ZJ; Mike, WA8SYD; James and I talked to people. We had people asking where they could upgrade their
license, how hard was it to get a license, and what can you do with your ham radio license.
On the eighteenth and nineteenth of May, Jim, KE8IJU, Mike, N8GBU, and I were invited to attend Toledo
Public School’s Aviation Center’s open house. Mike and I went out Saturday morning with the hospital go kit.
We set up the ARES banner and then set up the go kit with my laptop like we were going to send Fldigi using a
portable antenna hooked to a fence just outside the hanger door. We also had literature on the table for people to
take including a flyer about field day and contact information for classes/testing.
We hope we can get the younger generation more involved in the hobby because they’re future radio operators
and experimenters. I hope we can have support of the amateur radio community as we go out promoting
amateur radio.
Here are the events that Lucas County ARES has coming up in the near future:
June 14 – Air show meeting for ARES at the 911 Training Center’s
June 15 – Muddy Mini Marathon – Get a hold of Rick, K8RKS, to volunteer.
June 25 – ARES general meeting – Wolcott House grounds
June TBA – Hospital Drill
July 13 & 14 – Toledo Air Show
The Toledo Air Show will be sooner than we realize. Lucas County ARES needs all the help we can get. We
have parking lots, entrance gates, first aid tents, Incident Command, Air Boss, buses, and more to cover with
communications. I would prefer to use as many local people as possible, but I’m going to ask for help from the
District and Section to make sure we have plenty of radio operators. For more information come to the meeting
on the fourteenth at the 911 Training Center.
The last thing I have to offer is that if you have a problem, a suggestion, or a question, please contact me and
I’ll be glad to talk to you about it.

Remember: Field Day is June 22 and 23 at the Wolcott House grounds on
River Road in Maumee, Ohio
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Technician License Classes, VE Testing, and CW Classes
From Steve, KC8TVW
CW class have resumed. Contact Steve, KC8TVW.
For information about the Technician License Class, VE testing or CW practice contact Steve, KC8TVW.
Phone: 419-467-3734 or email: sstalker@bex.net

TMRA Technical Committee
By Rob, KV8P
The Technical Committee spent the majority of the May meeting reviewing our 2019/2020 budgets. This
sparked a lot of good discussion about many of the items on the list for budget consideration this year. From
that, many of the items ended up simple changes that we can enact that won't require budgets this year, (which
in turn ended up on our "to do" list). However, a couple of the needed items remained that we'll see in the
budget review at the June regular meeting. We did also discuss the need for some updates for the inventory
which is being started.
The repeaters are all functioning well (minus the known 147.27 noise source issue which we are waiting on the
university to resolve). Let us know if you run into any other issues.

TMRA Profile: Brian Harrington, WD8MXR
By Bruce, AA8HS, Assistant Editor
Brian was born in Leichester, United Kingdom, which is about 100 miles
Northwest of London.
He attended grammar school and high school there and then entered the
university system where hie received his B. S. degree in three years,
typical for the British university system. Since Brian demonstrated
research ability, he was also able to complete his doctorate in
microbiology, the study of bacteria and other microorganisms, in three
years.

Brian, WD8MXR

Brian recalls that, as a teenager, when he visited his paternal grandmother to refill the coal fired furnace, he was
able to listen to short wave radio during these visits. He also experimented with crystal radios as a teenager and
was able to remove turns from the radio’s coils so that it would work in the ham bands. He recalls hearing a
conversation between G6AY in the U. K. and DL4CM in Germany (G6AY is a SK but his son has this call;
DL4CM is still active, perhaps not the same ham).
Brian decided to relocate to the University of Wisconsin-Madison for post doctorate work in microbiology.
After this additional training, Brian took a position in a laboratory in Indiana where he met his wife, Joan, a
French teacher who is fluent in the language. Joan’s father and uncle were both amateur radio operators which
introduced Brian to the hobby. This job was not a good fit for Brian, so Dr. and Mrs. Harrington decided to
move to Toledo, Joan’s home town. Brian found a job as the director of the microbiology lab at Mercy Hospital
on Madison Avenue in 1966. When Mercy closed in 1996, Brian decided to pursue a Master of Public Health
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degree which was offered by BGSU, the University of Toledo, and the Medical College. He then began a career
as a professor and is currently teaching at BGSU.
In the 1970’s, Brian took ham radio classes in Toledo and was first licensed as a novice in 1977 before the
current VE system. He and I recalled the days when the Novice exam was a written test plus a 5 words per
minute (wpm) exam; the Technician was a written test; the General was a written exam plus a 13 wpm code
test; the Advanced class exam was written; and the Extra exam was written plus a 20 wpm code test. He
remembers that the 20 WPM code exam was particularly challenging, as it was for so many of us!
Brian was also the chair of the TMRA Hamfest committee for many years and through the 2019 Hamfest. He
even held meetings at his home to help coordinate the committee’s activities. He was an early participant in the
Technical committee and also worked with the maintenance of the repeaters. He remains a member of the Tech
committee. LCARES, and the Hamfest committee. He was also an instructor for the Novice classes that were
held before the Novice class was eliminated. Brian has also been an active Volunteer Examiner and has
participate in a whopping 196 VE sessions!
Brian was the President of TMRA during the years
1987,1993-1994, 1999-2002, and from 2007 to 2018,
As President, he was automatically a member of all
committees. He was the Treasurer of LCARES since
1993. In 1990, he received the 1990 LCARES Amateur
of the Year award and, in 1994, he was TMRA’s
Amateur of the Year. In June 2018, Brian received a
unique lifetime achievement award from Rob, KV8P,
TMRA President, for his many years of guidance and
leadership of TMRA. [See photo at right.]
You can see some of Brian’s equipment from the photo
of his ham shack. Some of his equipment includes an
ICOM TS2000, an ICOM -7300, and ICOM 880H and
some Heathkit equipment including test equipment. His
antennas include a Cushcraft R7. He mostly operates on
2 meters these days and is also interested in FT8. He is a regular participant in the Tuesday evening FLDigi
training net. Brian coordinates the LCARES Hospital tests including stocking the black equipment cases and
interacting with the local hospitals’ incident command personnel.
TMRA would not be the dynamic organization that it is today without the talent, leadership, and efforts that
Brian has provided during his many years of service to the club.
Here are photos of Brian’s ham shack, his grab-and-go kit, and his operating on 15 meters:
[Editor’s Note: All photos courtesy of Bruce, AA8HS.]

4

Museum Ships Weekend Work Party
By Glenn, W8MUK, Editor
Preparations for Museum Ships Weekend (MSW) took a giant leap forward on May 25, when the work party set
up rigs and antennas aboard the Col. James M. Schoonmaker, a retired bulk freighter moored at the National
Museum of the Great Lakes in Toledo, Ohio. About a dozen hard-working TMRA members set up the 20 meter
“crappie pole” yagi and the 40-meter dipole antennas, as well as the 20- and 40-meter stations in the
“doghouse”.
See the article, below, for the early results of MSW.
Here are some photos courtesy of Darin, KD8WBZ, and Mike, W8MAL.
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And Museum Ships Weekend 2019
By Glenn, W8MUK, Editor
On June 1 and 2, TMRA operated special event station
K8E aboard the Col. James M. Schoonmaker for Museum
Ships Weekend. MSW is a world-wide operating event
where amateur radio clubs operate from museum ships in
the United States, Canada, and around the world. The
Schoonmaker is a retired bulk freighter permanently
moored at the National Museum of the Great Lakes in
Toledo. The museum graciously gave us permission to
operate for this our fourth year. Our special thanks to
Don Wallace and his team of volunteers who assisted us on the Schoonmaker.
We can be proud of the work done by TMRA members who over about 13.5 hours made more than 1100
contacts. This total will likely grow larger as we further review the logs. We operated on 40, 20 and 2-meters
using dipole, beam, and Yagi antennas. The bulk of our contacts were made on 40 and 20-meters running about
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450 and 400 watts respectively. Some of the foreign countries included Canada, Northern Ireland, Japan,
Afghanistan, Bolivia, Chili, England, and Midway Island. I will report more statistics in the July issue of the
Beacon once we more carefully review the logs.
Photos are courtesy of Darin, KD8WBZ, and Glenn, W8MUK.
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Nominations for July Elections
TMRA is looking for nominations for officers and for one trustee. Candidates for office must be TMRA
members in good standing. If you or someone you know would like to be a candidate, please contact Ron,
N8RLH; Brad, WB8RG; or Glenn, W8MUK.
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Field Day
From Steve, W8TER
Field Day encompasses many different aspects and actions;
some of which many new AND old hams have not encountered.
Field Day is a training exercise to see what we can do and to
learn and experience amateur radio in a very real and raw way.
Field Day is a time to learn about what we do not know about
emergency stations and situations. You can watch and be
amazed or you can jump in and make a difference.
If you choose to learn what needs to be done to make
communications happen, you will be able to make a difference.
If you do, you, like the agencies we serve, may be amazed.
Be part of the solution by participating in a meaningful way and experience amateur radio operations for real.
NOW is the time to make mistakes and learn from them. Do not be slow to learn what you can do to help
accomplish reliable communications.

Dales Tales
Dale Williams, WA8EFK, Director, Great Lakes Division
Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for June, 2019.
The fourth full weekend in June brings Field Day, probably the largest ham radio operating event held
annually. It's a time to test our mettle, get out there with our temporary antennas, improvise shelters,
set up non-commercial power and see how many contacts we can put in the log. Field Day is a great
opportunity to demonstrate some of the most interesting facets of our hobby.
So with that in mind, I recommend you invite some of your local elected officials and some of the non-elected
ones as well. (You get FD points for doing this). Let them see first-hand some contacts being made. If you do
this, remember to talk with them in terms they can understand. Drop the ham-lingo, forget "QSO", forget
"DX", even forget "rig", your guest probably doesn't have a clue about what those terms mean. Think about
keeping the terms pretty basic and in understandable common vernacular. These demonstrations keep ham
radio in the eyes of our public officials; keeps the information flowing about how Amateur Radio can service
the public good, and shows them how we are community minded. Remember this when you want to install that
new antenna.
Most importantly, don't forget the really good parts of Field Day; the pot-luck meals with our families joining
us and the opportunity to nurture some new operators.
At this time, let's not forget our fellow hams in Ohio as these gals and guys are heavily involved with the
aftermath of a series of tornadoes that struck several communities this past week. ARES Teams across the
state are assisting local officials and their needs with surveys and cleanup operations. Please be alert for
continuing net operations on frequencies across the state. What may be a temporarily quiet channel, frequency
or talk group may have ongoing operations related to the storms.
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TOM'S COMMENTS:
Another successful Hamvention this month! The organizers again deserve a lot of credit and praise for a job
well done. Things keep getting better at the new facility.
And they really struck a good note with their theme: “Mentoring the Next Generation.” Very timely. It’s been
on the minds of many of us as we look around for the next generation. Where are they? At the ARRL Forum
on Saturday, President Rick Roderick, K5UR, asked how many in attendance were under thirty. The answer—
none. How many under forty? — one!
Not to be all doom and gloom, there really are younger hams out there, and many local clubs in the Division are
reaching out and offering classes. In fact, I’ll bet that your club, or a club near you, has just finished spring
classes and your area has a number of newly licensed hams. That’s great. Now—are the efforts at mentoring
ready? It can’t just be that, well, I’m available to talk if someone wants to. Who scheduled the next meeting
for that group of new hams? Class is over, and that’s it? Who’s going to help them get on the air? Can we
make that a club activity and priority? Some clubs do, with great success. All clubs should do the same. Need
some suggestions? Contact me, and I’ll pass along the stories of those clubs that are making the efforts.
Another way to reach out is coming up in June. It’s called Field Day. Yes, Field Day is lots of
things. Operating. Meals. Good friends. It’s also about meeting the public. Are you prepared? Do you have a
PIO specifically for Field Day? Have you done any publicity? Will you have people at the site looking out for
visitors? Can you explain ham radio in terms that interest non-hams? Do you have a good supply of
hand-outs about ham radio? For young people in particular, can someone talk about some fun technical projects
that having a license can facilitate? Yes, the contesting aspect of Field Day is on display. But what about
describing “science” things that might interest, like balloon launches with APRS tracking, remote control of
models, and particularly remote control of robots?
Interestingly, really young kids, up to about 8 years old, are fascinated by CW, in that they love to learn how to
send their name in code. Can someone please bring a code practice oscillator to let them try? Are you doing
data as part of Field Day? Show them how the computer works through the radio. The recent tornado outbreak,
unfortunate as it was for so many people who lost homes, can be a chance to talk about public service, both in
Skywarn and in the many relief efforts underway. There are lots of things to talk about in ham radio, so make
sure you’re prepared to meet the public.
As you can tell, I can get pretty wound up about this subject. I look forward to talking with many of you at
some of the many summer hamfests.
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
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HAMFESTING: Here is the current Great Lakes Division ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest Schedule covering the
next few months. These swaps have received their sanctioning approval from ARRL HQ at the time of this
publication.
If you plan to request ARRL Sanctioning, please be sure to do it well in advance of your Hamfest date, as this
allows adequate time for QST Listings. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is
set. With 52 weeks and 70+ hamfests in the Great Lakes Division, things do double up a little and we need to
share duties. Plan ahead for requesting your ARRL Officials to attend.
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/1/19
6/2/19
6/8/19
6/15/19
6/15/19
6/16/19
7/7/19
7/20/19
7/20/19
7/20/19
7/27/19
7/28/19

Luce County
Princeton
IRA
Fulton County
Chelsea
Union County
Milford/W8DXCC Conv
Midland Hamfest
Monroe
20/9 RC Tailgate Swap
Big Sandy Hamfest
NOARS Fest
Gladwin Swap
Van Wert
Portage Hamfair

Newberry, MI
Princeton, KY
Hudsonville, MI
Wauseon, OH
Chelsea, Mi
Marysville, OH
Milford, OH
Midland, MI
Monroe, MI
Austinville, OH
Louisa, KY
Elyria, OH
Gladwin, MI
Van Wert, OH
Portage, OH

OUR GREAT LAKES DIVISION web page does carry news from
some of the recent events in the Division, useful links and
information as well as some neat photos supplied from around the
Division. Check it out:
http://arrl-greatlakes.org/
Be sure to check your Section's news pages for the latest
localhappenings, club and net information.

73, Ham it up!
Dale Williams WA8EFK
Director,Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org
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THE TOLEDO MOBILE RADIO
ASSOCIATION P.O. BOX 9673,
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673
President, Rob, KV8P;
Vice-President, Tom, KD8WCD;
Secretary, Zack, N8ZAK;
Treasurer, Rich, KD8WCB.
Board Members: Skeet, KD8KXD;
Dan, KE8UE; Rich, KQ6EF, Brian,
WD8MXR; Dave, KD8EVN.
TMRA Home Page

www.tmrahamradio.org
Webmaster: Zack, N8ZAK
TMRA W8HHF Repeaters;
147.270+, 224.140-, 442.850+
(TMRA 2 meter, 220, and 440
repeaters operate with a 103.5
"PL", or a touch-tone access code
of 1-2-3)
D-Star Repeater: 442.750
APRS: 144.390
The TMRA meets at 7:30 PM on
the second Wednesday of every
month in
The Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd. Rossford, Ohio.

Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The Tech Committee meets the second Monday of each month at Maumee Fire Station #2 on Dussel Drive
(in front of the water tower).
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
The TMRA general meeting is the second Wednesday of each month at the Electrical Industry Building,
Lime City Rd., Rossford, Ohio. New meeting time is 7:00 PM. Doors open at 6:00 PM.
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
ARES meets the fourth Saturday of each month.
VE testing is each month. Contact Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
VE testing. Contact Steve, KC8TVW, at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Field Day is June 22 & 23, 2019. Contact Steve, W8TER, for information.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase.
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Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon no longer produced a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: w8muk@arrl.net, or writing to:
Glenn, W8MUK
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#325
Editor: Glenn, W8MUK
Email: w8muk@arrl.net
Assistant Editors: Bruce, AA8HS and
Mike, WB8TNF
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