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News from the President – June 2020
Hello TMRA! Are you ready for "some good news" for a change? Ok. So, you've
come to the right article. :) After months of cancelled events, there are finally a few
"bright spots" to share. Sift through and you'll find them. Big thanks to all that are
helping get things moving for us again. We're all excited to actually be able to get
out and do a few things once again!
First Transmitter Hunt of the Year! (June 4th at 6:30pm): We are holding our
first Transmitter Hunt of the year! This is a "mobile hunt" and will start from the
old Andersons Parking lot at the intersection of Talmadge and Monroe St. (no, this
is NOT the one on Illinois Ave.) Big thanks to Lucas (W8LU) for offering to be
our first "fox" of the year. Let's social distance with some body-shielding and
yagis, shall we?
Museum Ships on the Air (was June 6/7): This event has unfortunately been
cancelled this year by the organizers.
TMRA General Meeting (June 10th at 7pm): Our June General Meeting will
again be held "net style" on the 147.27/442.85 repeaters. Also, as with previous
months, we are again holding a presentation via zoom.us starting at 6pm (prior to
the net). The 6pm presentation will be by Scott Yonally, the ARRL Ohio Section
Manager. Tune in for an ARRL update! Look for zoom meeting login details for
both sessions via the TMRA email list or directly to your email (if you are a TMRA
club member) a few days prior to the meeting date.
VE Testing Resumes (June 13th, 10am): There will be a VE testing session held
outdoors (with social distancing) at Trilby Park Open Shelter at McGregor Rd. (2
blocks east of Secor). Steve (KC8TVW) will be accepting walk-ins for this
session. This will be held outdoors (under a shelter) and will be held rain or
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shine. Pre-registration with Steve (KC8TVW) is encouraged to
kc8tvw@arrl.net. Thank you to all the VEs that are making this possible!
Field Day will be held at each member’s home this year. Socializing on Field Day
will not be encouraged.
TMRA Budget Committee: Your 2020/21 budget has been approved. The
committee handled the task expeditiously and understandingly approved a budget
that has some cuts from our typical year (that work to help make up for the lack of
April Hamfest Income.) Thanks to all that participated and we will share the
specifics as soon as we are able to meet again.
73 for now,
Rob – KV8P

Memberships are now available using PAYPAL

TMRA memberships will expire at the end of this month. Our membership
numbers have dropped way off since we have not been able to meet in
person for several months. Regular meetings and the annual Hamfest have
made paying for memberships easy but we have lost that ability due to the
current crisis. But now you have the ability to pay painlessly through PayPal.
Please consider supporting TMRA by renewing your membership.
The site is
www.tmrahamradio.org/store
A big thanks to Zack N8ZAK for writing the code for our new web page.
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New 900 Mhz Repeater Net
A group of local hams have been meeting on Saturday nights on the
TMRA 900 Mhz repeater 927.025- (131.8PL) starting at 9 PM. You are
welcome to join in the conversation.
An informal simplex net also takes place on Friday nights on 144.22 Mhz
USB at 8 pm.

ARES News
From Tim, KD8IZU
boxcar@toast.net.

There will be a Mesh exercise at the Wood County Fairgrounds on June
13th 10 - 4 with a Zoom planning meeting on June 11. Contact Mark
K8MWS or Mike W8MAL for details.

CW classes
The TMRA CW Newcomers net is meeting on Mondays at 7:00 on the 147,27 repeater.
If your are rusty and just want a little practice, please check in.
Also, CW Elmers are welcome as well, as CW related questions do come up.
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Steve KC8TVW

KD8WCB's Unique 2M/440 Antenna
This antenna is absolutely the simplest one that I have built to date. It contains only
seven pieces: two pieces of 1 inch outside diameter aluminum tubing 12.25 inches
long each; four pieces of ¼ inch aluminum rod each 10 inches long; and one ¾ inch
PVC pipe Tee. Start by drilling two ¼ inch holes 3/8 inch from one end of each one
inch pipe. The ¼ inch holes will be opposite of each other, using a tap, place ¼ x
20 threads in each hole, 90 degree perpendicular to the pipe. On each ¼ inch rod,
use a die to thread ¼ x 20 threads one inch long on one end of each rod. For
assembly, put a ¼ x 20 nut on each rod and screw a rod into each pipe hole and lock
the nut to snug the rod into place. Each pipe when completed will look like a
capital letter “T”. Set the pipes aside for later assembly.
Using a one inch drill bit, drill out the ¾ inch PVC “T” from one end to the other to
allow the aluminum pipes to slide in, but not touch in the center. This PVC “T”
supports the two aluminum pipes in a straight plane in opposite directions so that
when completed, the antenna will look like the capital letter “H”. I used a 1/8th inch
piece of ¾” PVC pipe between the two aluminum pipes to keep them separated
within the PVC “ T” . Lie the PVC “T” with the aluminum pipes installed on a flat
surface and using a 1/8th inch drill bit, drill a hole about ½ inch from the center
through the PVC T and the aluminum pipe. This will hold the two pipes in place,
not allowing them to turn or come loose and to allow the connection of the ends of
the coax cable. Wrap six turns of coax around a 3 inch long piece of one inch or ¾
inch PVC pipe to provide for a 1:1 choke on the coax to help reduce RF
interference on the coax. Use the side connection of the PVC “T” for supporting
the antenna when completed. This will allow easy change of reference of the
antenna for best transmission.
As with any antenna, the SWR will be influenced by how high above the ground it
is placed and the proximity to other metal objects and somewhat with the presence
of buildings and trees. Does it work well? Pure answer is a big YES. I was able to
tune it to and SWR of 1.0 to 1 at 146.000 MHz. And it tuned to 1.2 through the
whole 2 meter band, and yes it tunes well to 440 band. It has an acceptable 1.5 or
less over the entire 440 band.
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My apologies for not including the source for the antenna design. My memory only
recalls it was used as a repeater antenna and that it held up for several years without
being serviced. all I had was some scratchy notes on a sheet of paper in my
workshop. So, I cannot tell you what position the antenna should be in to best
match for vertical or horizontal operation, but it seems to be very omnidirectional.
All I know is that it plays well with my Kenwood at 50 watts and equally well when
at 5 watts and hitting the Wauseon repeater on 147.195 about twenty miles west of
my home location. To tune the antenna, kept cutting of the ends of the ¼ inch rods
in equal amounts all around at about ¼ inch at a time. Note: you can always cut off
more but, it is very difficult to put it back on.
Provided are various pictures of the completed antenna and my hand sketched
drawing of the antenna measurements and layout when completed. Enjoy and it
you desire more info or have questions, send an email to: KD8WCB@ARRL.NET.
Thanks for your attention.
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Comments on the Article “How CW Can Protect You From Dementia” from
the March Issue of CQ Magazine

Bruce AA8HS, editor
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This article brings up an important subject for consideration as we get older: how to
retain our intellectual abilities and remain sharp. Not all of us will become clinically
demented but the author of this article, Dennis Lazar W4DNN, points out that “ For a
person living in the U.S. or Europe, there is a nearly 50% chance of being formally
identified as senile or having dementia by the age of 85!” There are several measures
that can be taken to help prevent senility. The author points out several including
physical exercise, diet, and brain exercise.
Your brain can be exercised in a variety of ways and the author brings up the term of
neuroplasticity which means that new, functioning brain cells (neurons) and pathways
between brain cells can be developed from certain types of exercises. Brain exercise
comes in a variety of forms and often includes both physical and mental components.
An example of this would be learning to play a musical instrument which requires
physical dexterity as well as concentration and learning a new language, musical
notes. Another important skill is learning a second language or improving your abilities
in that language. Puzzles, including crossword puzzles, are also favorites for avoiding
dementia.
Much of this article is based upon the results of one study from the medical journal
Frontiers in Human Neuroscience from May of 2018. The study involved several
hundred participants between ages 60 and 90 who were given the task of learning
morse code. These older “students” increased the number of grey matter cells in an
area of the brain involved in language. Another study in this journal involving study
volunteers who underwent MRI scans and other studies showed improvement in brain
structures after the volunteers learned Morse Code.
W4DNN points out that learning Morse Code is like learning a new language and there
are complicated physical (motor) skills involved in using a key. He also suggested
switching from your right to your left hand and vice versa. Increasing your code speed
might also develop a few more brain cells.
I would have appreciated more detail in this article and a few more references although
I appreciate the fact that much more research about this topic need to be done. It
makes perfect sense, as some have suggested, that there is more benefit from
operating CW than SSB!
Don’t forget to do some daily exercises, even if it is just a 30 minute walk. The current
crisis might give you some additional time to take that walk with the handheld. Any
exercise is good for the brain, too.
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https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnhum.2017.00383/full
https://thewakesileave.wordpress.com/2017/02/07/morse-code-and-alzheimer-a-hintfor-a-proposal/
https://forums.qrz.com/index.php?threads/can-morse-code-cw-radiotelegraphy-skilllessen-dementia.591923/

Some Words of Wisdom Contributed by Steve, W8TER

Shortwave Radiogram, 21-24 May 2020
Copied from the Broadcast on 15.770 Mhz USB
This is Shortwave Radiogram in Thor22

From Southgate Amateur Radio News:

Wireless Power Transfer: CIS/B/737/CDV rejected

The International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) International
Special Committee on Radio Interference (CISPR) has rejected a
proposal by the Wireless Power Transfer (WPT) lobby that would
have resulted in pollution of the precious HF RF spectrum
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While Wireless Power Transfer (WPT) systems nominally operate on
frequencies below 150 kHz they can pollute the entire HF spectrum
up to 30 MHz not only ruining people's enjoyment of radio but
also potentially disrupting the communications of key services.

A WPT paper notes:

"the business case for WPT systems expects a wide spreading of
their usage; in the ideal case, nearly one system per household
when mostly electric vehicles will be used in the future."

Such an outcome could result in horrendous interference levels
and ruin the HF radio frequency spectrum which is a precious
natural resource.

Text and links to documents:
http://www.southgatearc.org/news/2020/may/wireless-power-transfer-cis-b-737cdv-rejected.htm
( Editor’s Note: Before transmitting on 472-479 Khz or 135-136 Khz, the Utilities
Technology Council must be notified to prevent interference to power line control
systems. Honestly, most of this takes place, when present, below 100Khz.)

Please send your reception report to radiogram@verizon.net
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From Radio Canada International:
Celebrating a centennial of radio May 20, 1920:

Marc Montgomery
20 May 2020

It was a marvelous and thrilling event in its time. Distinguished
members of Canada’s Royal Society gathered at the equally
prestigious Chateau Laurier Hotel in the national capital Ottawa
for a unique event, possibly the world’s first such event. None
other than the Prime Minister himself, Robert Borden, was also in
attendance.

A broadcast with the recent invention of radio had been
scheduled. On the evening of May 20,1920 soprano Dorothy Lutton
stepped up to the microphone.

While the amazed audience listened, she began to sing from about
200 kilometres away in the ‘studio’ of Montreal station XWA,
although it was more like an electronics lab in an office room
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than what we would call a studio today. The Americans might
claim the first scheduled radio broadcast was from Pittsburgh
station KDKA, that wasn’t until months later in November.

Canada Post is honouring that memorable date with a new stamp
released on this 100th anniversary.

During the preceding years, several small stations including XWA
and KDKA in the U.S. and other stations around the world had been
broadcasting experimentally, mostly tests to determine range and
quality and work on improvements.

In the case of XWA, a Marconi station, it was also to sell
Marconi products. Although these 1919 evening broadcasts were not
‘scheduled.’ Sales of Marconi phonographs and records and
receivers were helped playing records and announcing weather
forecasts and ‘commercials’. This was done through an
arrangement with a local store in return for promotion of the
store, thus also becoming the first “sponsored” programme.

However, in December 1919, Canada had another first, the first of
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many broadcasting firsts. XWA was the world’s first station to
get a government approved commercial license.

From those early beginnings, radio blossomed in Canada with new
stations sprouting up, 34 across Canada within two years alone,
and by the end of the decade, some 300,000 receiving sets of this
new technological wonder had been sold all across the country.

As for that world’s first radio station, it later became VE9AM in
1921, CFCF in 1922, CIQC in 1991, CINW in 1999 and closed in
2010.

With links:
https://www.rcinet.ca/en/2020/05/20/celebrating-a-centennial-of-radio-may-201920-canada-post-stamp/
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Screen capture from May Executive Committee Meeting on Zoom

A Blast from the Past
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This page from Ham Shack Gossip from March 1965 mentioned Hillebrand
Electronic Supply which used to be a Bancroft near what is now the Middle East
Market. They were affiliated with 92.5 FM which has changed ownership since.
There were very few sources for electronic parts back then!

22

23

The Amateur Radio News Service was published for several years for the
benefit of radio club newsletter editors. I wish that it were still around!
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In 1965, there were social nights for the YL’s and hams. What a great idea for
XYL’s and there hams husbands or significant others!. Maybe this idea can be
brought back when the current crisis is over.
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Ham Radio Humor:

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Greetings, welcome to "Dale's Tales" for June, 2020.
"Social Distancing", and Amateur Radio? I think not! The current common term should be called "Physical
Distancing" especially when one considers how the term might be applied to the realm of ham radio.
Amateur Radio is and should be exactly the opposite of the so-called Social Distancing. If anything, we as
hams epitomize socializing and using our hobby to become more "social" is exactly one of the universal results
of being an active ham. At the same time we are being more social, we are by way of radio, exhibiting
"Physical Distancing", and in a manner that is totally compliant with the needs of the current Covid-19
pandemic.
If anything is needed today at a time when we find ourselves separated from friends, family, and co-workers, is
to be more socially connected. And we can be much more social via ham radio while at the same time continue
the need for what is actually Physical Distancing. Social Distancing vs Physical Distancing.....Come on,
people, let's get the terms right!
2020 Field Day:
As widely publicized in the past couple of days, certain rules accommodations have been made to the FD rules
for 2020. The Programs and Services Committee (PSC) had decided, in their spring meeting (and early in the
Covid-19 pandemic), to make no changes to this year's FD rules. As the pandemic situation continued to
deteriorate and restrictions became more stringent, it was becoming obvious to the League's membership that
the impact on Field Day was going to be very serious.
I received many, many suggestions for rules changes. There truly was a very wide variety of offerings, some
similar, some considerably different. In reviewing all of your suggestions and then discussing with PSC
members to entertain some revisions, I am pleased to report your voices were clearly heard and
understood. The PSC met in a Zoom Conference last week and waived the two rules that were of primary
concern. You may look at these revisions at http://www.arrl.org/news/temporary-rule-waivers-announced-for2020-arrl-field-day.
My thanks go out to everyone who offered their ideas and suggestions. They were all thoughtful and in the true
spirit of Amateur Radio.
TOM'S TOME, Comments from your ARRL Vice Director Tom W8WTD.
Is ham radio still the same? And will it be? With all our sheltering in place, we’ve seen ham radio be just the
same as it was. We don’t have to “distance” ourselves to be in contact, whether just a few feet away or over
thousands of miles. And I have noticed that a lot of people have made use of their time, either to try a new
34

mode, work toward new awards or achievements, or even, for some, to get active again and get back on the air
after a long time away.
But I predict that other aspects of ham radio will change as we look to the future. While making radio contacts
will not change much, our other ways of interacting already have. Almost every hamfest that I know of has
been cancelled for this year. And there’s no telling when we could get back to large gatherings, indoors or
out. Even club meetings have been changed, by meeting on the air, or through some form of video
conference. While none of us like change, we’ve adapted, and will continue to do so.
Something else that needs to change is how we approach helping new people get into the hobby. Just this week
in the ARRL Letter we read about a “pent-up demand for testing,” and the efforts to provide those tests for new
and upgraded licenses. There have been experiments with remote testing, and I think we will see more of
that. There have also been successful ways to test observing the “distancing” needed for this time. I hope the
clubs in our Division will experiment and continue to provide testing for those who want it.
What about teaching? The traditional “class” sessions may not be feasible, either. How do we adapt? If the
schools and universities are changing to on-line learning, can we? What are the best methods for helping new
people? Videos? On-line discussions? We need to experiment here too.
Thanks for reading. Stay safe, and keep making those contacts!
--73, Tom W8WTD Vice Director, Great Lakes Division
HAMFESTING: Fulton County, OH. will be holding their Hamfest on Sunday June 6. The Hamfest will
require appropriate physical distancing, and face masks are absolutely required for everyone.
If your swap is cancelled or the date is going to change, please notify ARRL HQ. We work together with the
HQ staff to verify all new date selections in the hope of mitigating date conflicts.
With constant changes underway in all three Great Lakes Division states, and the lack of uniformity regarding
the travel, I urge everyone to monitor the ARRL cancellation listing. For the latest detail on cancelled hamfests,
check the ARRL web page at:
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/search/page:5/keywords:Canceled/model:Event
It should be noted that there has been a change in the way ARRL contributes to your ARRL sanctioned hamfest
efforts. Please carefully read the e-mail from ARRL Headquarters confirming your sanctioning as IT
CONTAINS IMPORTANT DETAILS REGARDING PRIZES. Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon
as your date is set. With 52 weeks and 70+ hamfests in the Great Lakes Division, things do requires some
advanced planning.
If you plan to request ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, please do so well in advance of your Hamfest date, as this
allows adequate time for QST Listings. QST requires a 3 month lead time.
73, All the best to you and your family. Stay Safe and Ham it up!

Dale Williams WA8EFK
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Director - Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org

-------------------------------------------------------------------ARRL Great Lakes Division
Director: Dale R Williams, WA8EFK
wa8efk@arrl.org
------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Did You Know?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The TMRA Newcomers and Elmers Net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net. The Monday night 6
meter Net is at 9 PM on the TMRA 6 meter repeater.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
Register for CW classes by contacting Steve, KC8TVW at 419-467-3734 or kc8tvw@arrl.net.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
Contact Brad, WB8RG, TMRA Information Officer at tmrainformation@gmail.com to receive weekly
emails about club news and activities.
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•
•
•
•

TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase. Instead of typing in the URL
www.amazon.con, you must use smile.amazon.com.
There is a 900 Mhz net Saturday nights at 9 pm on the TMRA 900 Mhz repeater.
There is a simplex two meter net on 144.22 Mhz USB Friday nights at 8 pm.

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: AA8HS@ arrl.net or writing to:
Bruce, AA8HS
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#322
Editor: Bruce AA8HS
E-mail: AA8HS@arrl.net
Assistant Editor: Mike, WB8TNF
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