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From the Prez, Steve W8TER
If you have not felt it yet… spring is here!
What is so special about April?
Tax day is officially April 15th however the federal government is making some
concessions.
The Titanic sank April 14–15, 1912
TMRA has received a $100.00 donation from Buckeye cablevision curtesy of Tom
Swartz, KB8PIA. Many of you are aware of the part Tom has played in allowing
our repeater site to have access to Buckeye Internet. Tom has been past president
and plays a large role in helping with setup and tear down of the hamfest.
On behalf of TMRA I want to thank Tom for his tireless efforts to promote this
organization.

NVIS DAY is April 24th 2021.
If you do not have a NVIS antenna or would like to understand more about Near
Vertical Incident Skyway (NIVS) antennas please stay tuned. Have an antenna you
want to try? Contact me 419-350-3372
NVIS Day we plan on setting up and using a NVIS antenna behind Fire Station
number two on Dussel Dr. Start time is 9 am. Day is over at 4 pm.
Of course social distancing, washing hands, and wearing facemasks will be
required.
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Safety is our utmost concern. As the Covid -19 virus is being conquered and we
slowly migrate back to some normalcy, plans are being made to accommodate us so
we may have a chance to meet in person someday soon.
73,
Steve/W8TER
From Rick K8RKS

We're finally in need of help for an event! The Glass City Marathon is
happening on Sunday, April 25th. Race start time will be 6:30 AM this
year and we'll need about 30 volunteers to fill all the available spots.
Volunteers will be required to wear a mask and practice social
distancing. If you'd like to volunteer or have any questions please
contact me at either k8rks@arrl.net or 419-471-0573. Thanks!
Rick K8RKS
k8rks@arrl.net

ARES News
From Tim, KD8IZU
boxcar@toast.net.

There is an app on the IO Group to renew your Lucas
County ARES Membership, this app will also allow
you to sign you up for ARES alerts and get info to get
state ID when there is an emergency deployment.
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Please fill it out so we can keep our records up to date if you are a Lucas
County ARES Member.
If you go to the Ohio Section newsletter at ARRL-Ohio.org under Skywarn
there are several sites listed for Skywarn Spotter Training.
The Lucas County Siren Net is always the first Friday of the month, we run a
net on the 147.270 repeater starting around 11:45 a.m. with the sirens going
off at noon.
The Lucas County ARES Meeting is held on the fourth Saturday of
month. Keep an eye on the ARES IO Group and listen to the ARES in Brief
Net on Sunday night at 7:30 P.M. for any changes.
The ARES in Brief Net is ran on Sunday nights at 7:30 P.M. on the 146.940
repeater and on the fourth Sunday of the month 147.270 repeater. This Net
is where ARES puts out their announcements and your chance to enter your
voice.
Lucas County ARES is putting on their " Welcome to Events" clinic for new
hams or hams that have not work events before. If you are interested in
attending, send Tim KD8IZU an Email at boxcar@toast.net and leave him
know. Sitting will be limited, but he will do a second one if there is a enough
interest.
KD8IZU has issue a fund raising challenge, "Donate your spare change to
LCARES". Contact Tim KD8IZU for details
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From Dave KD8EVN

Don’t forget about this!

Anderson Powerpoles, and a Powerpole Polarity Tester You
Can Build
For all of the Newcomers wanting to know more about
Anderson Powerpoles,
or anyone looking for more information on Anderson
Powerpoles, this article is for you.
Dave Shugar KD8EVN
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Anderson Powerpole Correct Configuration KD8EVN
I switched all of my connectors in the shack and go kit to Powerpoles years ago on the
advice of Steve KC8TVW. Of course the red + wire goes to the red powerpole and
the black - wire goes to the black power pole, but how do the powerpoles fit together?
An easy way to remember the correct Powerpole orientation is:

Red on Right, Letter A Up (and readable) on both connectors.
See the picture below.

From West Mountain Radio:
Anderson Powerpole® Connectors and General Installation Tips on Website
http://www.westmountainradio.com/kb_view_topic.php?id=ST166

West Mountain Radio Video Tutorials on Powerpoles
http://www.westmountainradio.com/content.php?page=tutorials#powerpoleVideo
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POWERPOLE®CONNECTOR GENERAL INSTALLATION TIPS
Assemble the red and black plastic housings together correctly on the first try, they fit snugly and can
be difficult to get apart. See the picture below for ARES /RACES standard orientation that the
RIGrunner uses. Note that you can assemble the red and black insulated housings in other ways for
special applications.

Put the connector housings together before putting the connector pins in, this is easier, especially
when using heavy paired wire.
Before soldering or crimping the contacts on to heavy paired wire, orient the contacts so that they are
both facing the correct direction so that they go in the housings without twisting the wire.
The plastic housings are held together with dovetail joints. Always slide these joints together! They
will be damaged if you try to snap them together or apart. They ONLY slide together in one direction.
This should be obvious by looking at them carefully.
Do not use roll pins on Powerpoles? Some people supply roll pins with Powerpoles? Do not use
them, they can and will fall out, and knowing Murphy, right in to your new radio causing smoke!
Anderson does not supply or recommend roll pins, they supply not roll pins but much more expensive
spiral pins, which are better. We have tested both, even the proper spiral pins will fall out. If the pair of
heavy wires are squeezed together near the back of the connector, like you might do when you pull
the connector out, it will spread the bodies apart slightly and out falls the pin.
We spoke to Anderson about this concern and they said that they recommend using a cyanocrylic
glue, Crazy Glue, hold the connector bodies permanently together. They do not recommend their
spiral pins for critical applications. Normally the dovetail joints in the housings hold well. If you find it
necessary, glue them, don't use pins. Make sure you have them assembled correctly BEFORE you
glue, they will be permanently bonded together with a cyanocrylic. All it takes is a very small drop of
cyanocrylic glue in the seam between the red and black bodies.
N9EF suggests a bit of silicon glue injected in to the hole between the red and black housings.
He says it holds them together quite well but they can be separated if needed.
The contacts go in the housings in only one way. Insert the contacts with their sharp edge down
against the flat spring that is in the housing. They should slide in and click. If you do not hear a click
or they are not fully seated, fix them. When they are inserted fully you should notice that the contact
and it's wire "floats" slightly inside it's housing. If it feels tight it may not be snapped in fully or you
have made the contact wider than it originally was during crimping or soldering.

6

YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO INSERT THE CONTACTS INTO THE HOUSINGS
IF THEY ARE TOO WIDE AFTER SOLDERING OR CRIMPING!
From Dave KD8EVN:
I have a pliers type of crimp tool made for powerpoles (see picture below).
I crimp and solder all of my powerpoles. It is a suspenders and belt mentality,
but I have never had a powerpole fail. Contact shown below was done in 2007
and spent 10 years outside on solar panel. The soldering iron is always on my
bench and it only takes a minute to do with a very small amount of solder in the
crimp hole. Another tip is always make that crimp hole on the solid side of the
contact. One side is solid the other has a line where the two sides of the metal
wire holder come together. Making the crimp hole on the non solid side risks
deforming the contact and can make it hard to insert into the housing.

You can buy a tool to push the contact into the powerpole and it works fine. But,
I have found a 1/8” small blade screwdriver works well to push on the wire end of
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the contact until you hear the sweet “click” that means the contact is fully
seated. Larger stiffer wire pushes in easier than small wire without using a tool.
Back to West Mountain

8

9

10

Tug slightly on the assembled connector to make sure the contacts are locked in place. If you have
trouble getting the contact to lock in to the housing you may have squashed the contact wider
deformed it somehow. Look at the side profile of the contacts before and after crimping, you may
have to bend it back straight before inserting it in to the housing.
When soldering the contact pins, be careful not to use too much solder. Keep the solder inside, where
the wire goes. If a blob of solder gets on the outside of the connector body you may have trouble
putting the contact into the housing. If you get solder on the contact surface area you will not make a
good contact.
When crimping the contact pins use a crimp that contains the wire completely inside the pin and
doesn't spread the connector apart. A good crimp is one where the dimensions of the crimped portion
are no more than an un-crimped pin. If the crimp is flattened out you will not be able to easily push
the pin in to the body. If you bend the contact blade in relation to the crimp area you should straighten
it before putting it in to the body.
It is possibly to use larger or smaller gauge wire with the 30 and 45 amp connectors. The 30 amp
connector pins will work with difficulty with #10 wire if you cut the end cleanly and carefully put each
and every strand of that wire in to the pin. It may be is easier to use 45 amp connectors on #10 wire.
Using 16 gauge or smaller wire in a 30 amp contact requires that you double or triple up the wire to fill
the crimp receptacle of the contact to get a good crimp.
A properly crimped contact should have a minimum hold on the wire of more than 25 pounds. A pair
of connectors should snap together with 6 to 8 pounds force.
Last but not least, MAKE SURE you have the polarity correct before plugging in you
equipment. "Measure twice, cut once" as the saying goes.
Copyright © 2012 West Mountain Radio

Reprinted with permission of West Mountain Radio Sidney Johnson 3/16/2021 with Thanks
KD8EVN

Ok we have reviewed the basics of using Anderson
Powerpoles.
How about an easy project to use the information you have just learned.
Powerpoles are the standard for power connections in your shack and in your field “Go Kit”.
Everyone uses them and if they are assembled correctly you can plug into any fellow hams power
supply with confidence and be ready to operate your radio. In the field or at an LCARES event
perhaps the wires are reversed hooking up to a power supply. Easy mistake to make and how can
you tell without tracing all of the wires back to their sources that the polarity is correct and not
reversed? Make your own polarity tester.
Building an Anderson Powerpole Polarity Tester an easy and fun project to use your powerpole
building skills, and a will be a useful addition to your power supply tools. Below is Dino Papas NL0S
article on building a polarity tester. All you need is one 15A powerpole, a resister, an LED, and some
heat shrink tubing. To make it easy for you Steve W8TER and Dave KD8EVN are donating 20 kits to
TMRA members with all the parts you need to make your own Polarity Tester. You can buy one
assembled at a Hamfest, but expect to pay $10 - $14. Save money and enjoy building your own
equipment. Keep ham tradition going by building it yourself.
Kits are first come, first serve send me an email at kd8evn@arrl.net and I will set one aside for you to
build.
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The article below is: Reprinted with permission, January/February 2021 On the
Air; copyright ARRL.
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Ham Radio Humor
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Dale’s Tales April 2021

DAYTON HAMVENION: Michael Kalter, W8CI from the Dayton Amateur Radio
Assn. reports on the forthcoming special Hamvention Weekend Activities
reported via the Portage County Amateur Radio Service's RADIOGRAM.
"That magical weekend in May approaching.
"With no Hamvention this year, due to continuing Corona virus
restrictions, we have been developing several activities to keep Hams
busy and engaged in the hobby. We have a two day prize total of
$15,000.
19

"On Thursday May 20, 2021 the Virtual Contest University will be held
starting at 9 AM EDT 1300Z. The course outline will be available soon.
This will be a free event! Even if you are not a contester you will
learn so much about Amateur Radio and hear the techniques and critiques
of many of the world’s foremost Hams. Hamvention is a proud sponsor
along with Icom and DX Engineering. Plan on attending this amazing free
event! Several Icom radios will be given away during the all-day event.
You must be registered on Zoom and present online at the time of the
drawing to win the radios. Please check http://contestuniversity.com
for updates.
"On Friday May 21Starting at 11 AM EDT 1500Z we will have the 2021
Virtual Hamvention Forums. The Hamvention Virtual Forums celebrates the
2021 Hamvention Award winners. Each awardee will give a 45 minute
presentation followed by Q&A. The Hamvention Forums will be presented
via Zoom Webinar. Registration for the Zoom Webinar will start 30 days
before the event –look for the registration information on the
Hamvention Website. Several Icom radios will be given away during the
2021 Hamvention Forums. The winners will be selected at random. The
winner must have registered on Zoom for Hamvention Forums and be present
during the drawing to win. Drawing times are random throughout the
Virtual Forums event. Thanks to Hamvention, Icom and DX Engineering for
their support of the 2021 Hamvention Virtual Forums.
"Our presenters are: Technical Achievement: WX6SWW –Tamitha Mulligan
Skov is well known as the “Space Weather Woman”. Folks that have
seen her space weather forecasting show will freely admit that she is
full of energy and excited about her work. She is a real space pioneer.
"Special Achievement: W3WL –Wesley Lamboley was nominated by his peers
for his lifetime, high energy support for the science and art of amateur
radio. Not only has Wesley supported youth coaching, membership
recruiting and technical problem assistance, he always does it with a
smile and great humor.
"Amateur of the Year: WP3R –Angel M. Vazquez is known for being one of
the principal support engineers for what was one of the greatest
antennas in the world –the National Science Foundation’s Arecibo
parabolic dish antenna. Angel’s award stems from his unswerving and
diligent support of amateur radio throughout the entire territory of
Puerto Rico and extends worldwide.
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"Club of the Year: K4HTA --The Vienna Wireless society was chosen this
year for its 58 years of service to the amateur radio community. K4HTA,
with its 280 members, focus on youth education, public service and
promoting the overall growth of radio through the DC area and around the
world.
"On Saturday May 22, Participate in the Hamvention QSO Party 8 AM to 8
PM EDST(1200 May 22 to 0000 May 23 UTC). W8BI, the club call of the
Dayton Amateur Radio Association, will be a bonus station scored at 10
points per band and mode. Bands: 10M, 15M, 20M, 40M, 80M. Typical call
will be: CQ CQ HVQP (Hamvention QSO Party) W8XX (Your call). Typical
exchange will be signal report and first year you attended Hamvention;
eg on CW: KB8XXX 599 1998 W4XX. If you have never attended Hamvention,
please send 2021 in place of the year. Send your score (number of QSOs
including bonus points) to 3830scores.com within 5 days of the event.
You will be able to print a certificate after the contest."
- Michael Kalter W8CI, Hamvention Executive Committee, Dayton Amateur
Radio Association.

Thanks Michael, we are glad that we can report that the Hamvention is
continuing to innovate and develop new methods of keeping our interests
high.

LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD: ARRL Plans an extensive upgrade to LoTW. As one
of ARRL's most used benefits, LoTW has grown well beyond early
expectations and HQ has now implemented a project to move it to a new
level. This project is taking a good look at how LoTW is hosted, what
innovations are needed, what additional awards can be supported and a
host of other needs. As there is an expanding list of desired features,
the project committee anticipates several months of effort to whittle
the list to size and firm up the project scope.
KEEP THE DATE: The plans are approved for a GREAT LAKES DIVISION ARRL
CONVENTION this year. DX Engineering will be hosting the event at their
facility in Tallmadge, OH on August 7 in conjunction with their DXE
Hamfest. Plans for special meetings and forums will be announced as
soon as those events are confirmed.
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SCOTT'S STUFF: Comments from your ARRL Vice Director Scott, N8SY.
Wow, another month has gone by so fast I can hardly believe it is April
already, welcome to spring! I am still locked into Zoom meetings for
the committees that I am on and it has been fascinating for sure. One
item that our Public Relations Committee has been working hard on is the
2021 World Amateur Radio day. Here is the link where you can get all of
the information about this wonderful event
http://www.arrl.org/world-amateur-radio-day.
By now I hope that everyone has heard that the $35 fee that the F.C.C.
will eventually start charging will NOT happen on April 19th as was
reported on a number of social media sites recently. It is expected to
happen sometime later in the summer.
Are you seeing that Hamfests are starting back up again? Yes, the list
of hamfests is growing very rapidly, so please take note of the new
listings at the bottom of this newsletter. Dale does an excellent job
of keeping this list updated.
I am very glad to see that in-person meetings are also starting to come
back. I have already been to several club meetings this past month and
I will be at my first Trunk-fest of the year over in Massillon Ohio come
April 17th. Hopefully, we will get back to some sort of normal very
soon.
Speaking of hamfests, are you ready for the DX Engineering / Great Lakes
Division Convention coming August 7th? I know that the convention is 4
months away yet, but that will go by quickly. So, with that said I want
you to be sure to get this event marked on your calendars now! That way
you will have plenty of time to get the lawn mowed, bushes trimmed, the
garage cleaned up and all of those “honey do’s” taken care of long
before August 7th gets here.
Field Day is fast approaching (June 26/27). Is your club making plans
to have Field Day this year? If they are, do not let them forget to get
signed up on the Field Day locator
http://www.arrl.org/field-day-locator . I have heard from several of
the bigger clubs around, and it sounds like they are going to try to get
back out into the field. Hey, if you can, meet with your local
government officials and ask them for a Proclamation for Amateur Radio
that weekend. Most local governments will be happy to do this and do
not forget to invite the news media to be there as well. Great PR for
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everyone, and you get extra points for your efforts too!
That is going to do it from here. I do want to mention that am doing a
lot of bicycle mobile lately. I would love to have a QSO with you. I
am on DMR Talk Group 3139 most of the time. So, “GOTA” and have
FUN!!!
--73, Scott Yonally N8SY, Vice Director, Great Lakes Division

HAMFESTING: Here is the current listing of Great Lakes Division ARRL
Sanctioned hamfests for 2021. Please note that all are subject to
change, so please stay current by checking the sponsoring club's web
page before making your travel arrangements.
The numbers are growing, as more clubs are making their best efforts to
return their hamfests to the calendar. It should also be noted that
there may be some hamfests that have not applied to be ARRL Sanctioned.
As we have no way to accurately track that activity, we only list those
that have been approved as ARRL Hamfests.
For the latest detail on regional hamfests, check the ARRL web page at:
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests-and-conventions-calendar.
2021 Great Lakes Div. ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest calendar:
5/15/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
5/20-22/2021 - Dayton Hamvention Virtual Sessions on-line
6/5/2021 - Fulton County, Wauseon, OH
6/5/2021 - IRA Hamfest, Hudsonville, MI
6/6/2021 - Chelsea Hamfest, Chelsea, MI
6/12/2021 - Luce Co Yooper Hamfest, Newberry, MI
6/19/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
6/20/2021 - Monroe Hamfest, Monroe, MI
7/10/2021 - Mansfield Mid Summer Trunkfest, Mansfield, OH
7/10/2021 - Cave City Hamfest - Cave City, KY
7/17/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
7/17/2021 - NOARS Fest, Elyria, OH
7/18/2021 - Van Wert Hamfest, Van Wert, OH
8/7/2021 - DX Engineering Hamfest & Great Lakes Div Convention,
Tallmadge, OH
8/21/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
8/28/2021 - Cincinnati Hamfest, Cincinnati, OH
9/11/2021 - Greater Louisville, Shepherdsville, KY
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9/18/2021 - Cadillac Hamfest, Cadillac, MI
9/18/2021 - Richmond Hamfest, Richmond, KY
9/18/2021 - GMARC Trunkfest, Shelby Twp, MI
9/19/2021 - Adrian Hamfest, Adrian, MI
9/26/2021 - Cleveland Hamfest, Berea, OH
10/25/2021 - USECA Hamfest, Madison Hgts, MI
12/4/2021 - Fulton Co Winterfest, Delta, OH
12/5/2021 - L'anse Creuse Swap, Madison Hgts, MI
If you club plans to request ARRL Hamfest Sanctioning, they should do so
well in advance of the planned Hamfest date, as this allows adequate
time for QST Listings. QST announcements require a 3 month lead time.
If a swap is cancelled or the date is going to change, please notify
ARRL HQ. We work together with the HQ staff to verify all new date
selections in the hope of mitigating date conflicts.
Be sure to invite your ARRL Officials as soon as your date is set.
Things do require some advanced planning, especially under the current
travel restrictions.
It should be noted that there has been a change in the way ARRL
contributes to your ARRL sanctioned hamfest efforts. Please carefully
read the e-mail from ARRL Headquarters confirming your sanctioning as IT
CONTAINS IMPORTANT DETAILS REGARDING PRIZES.
73, Stay safe.
Light up those bands!
Dale Williams WA8EFK
Director
Great Lakes Division
wa8efk@arrl.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------ARRL Great Lakes Division
Director: Dale R Williams, WA8EFK
wa8efk@arrl.org
-------------------------------------------------------------------To unsubscribe from messages, go to:
http://p1k.arrl.org/oo/43d9aa5ac5dc508619080df13f410e45
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Did you know?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Lucas County ARES Informational Net is every Sunday at 7:30 pm on 147.270.
The social net is every Sunday at 8:00 pm on 147.270.
The FLDigi Net meets every Tuesday night at 7:30 PM at 147.27 MHz
Six Meter Nets meet every Wednesday and Thursday at 9:00 PM (EST). The Thursday night Net is on
50.255 USB. For more information contact Dan, KE8UE, at dlcunn@sbcglobal.net. The Monday night 6
meter Net is at 9 PM on the TMRA 6 meter repeater.
The Lucas County Siren Net is the first Friday of each month from 10:30 to 11:30 AM on 147.270 +
W/103.5 PL and 442.850 + W/103.5 PL.
The Lucas County Hospital Net is the first Saturday of the even numbered months at 10:00 AM.
The NORC Net is the first Saturday of each month. This net typically meets at 11:00 AM on
or around +/- 7.200 MHz LSB.
.
Ron, N8RLH, has ham gear from the estates of silent keys. Contact: 419-345-6382 or rlhornbeck@att.net.
The TMRA apparel store is now open. Contact Gold Medal Ideas at http://www.goldmedalideas.com/tmra.
The calendar at the TMRA website, www.tmrahamradio.org, lists numerous ham radio activities each
month.
TMRA has a Facebook page and an Instagram page, which can be accessed from an icon on the TMRA
website or at https://www.instagram.com/tmrahamradio/.
Don't forget to select TMRA as your Organization of choice for Kroger Cares and Amazon Smile. This
results in a donation to the club as a portion of your purchase. Instead of typing in the URL
www.amazon.con, you must use smile.amazon.com.
There is a 900 Mhz net Saturday nights at 9 pm on the TMRA 900 Mhz repeater.
There is a simplex two meter net on 144.22 Mhz USB Friday nights at 8 pm.

Editor’s Note: Beginning with the February 2019 issue, The Beacon will no longer produce a print version for
mailing. The Beacon understands this change may inconvenience some club members and regrets that it is
necessary.
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You may contact the Editor of The Beacon by emailing to: AA8HS@ arrl.net or writing to:
Bruce, AA8HS
TMRA
P.O. BOX 9673
TOLEDO, OH
43697-9673

The TMRA Amateur Radio Beacon is
published monthly by the Toledo Mobile
Radio Association.
#322
Editor: Bruce AA8HS
E-mail: AA8HS@arrl.net

Assistant Editor: Mike, WB8TNF

26

